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ADVERTISEMENT. 


| HE three following Diſcourſes were 
N given me by a worthy Gentleman, 
| who aſſured me that they were taken from 
| Dr. Owen's Mouth by one who was a 
Member of the Church of which he was 
Paſtor : And they are publiſhed, not 
merely to gratify the Curioſity of thoſe 
| who have a Veneration for the Works 
and Memory of that learned Divine, but 
becauſe they give us, as far as they go, a 

juſt Notion of the Lord's Supper, 
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DISCOURSE I. 
June 8. 1673. 


\AIT H is bounded in every Ordi- 
nance by its Osjefs and Acts. 

The general Object of Saving Faith 
reſpecting God is the Truth of his 
Word and Promiſes (Nom: Xviii. 8.) The 
ſpecial Object of our Faith in this Ordi- 
nance, is the Death and Sufferings of 
Chriſt, Herein he is evidently ſet forth 
crucified before our Eyes. And we muſt 
act Faith upon three Things with Ref 

to his Death, * 

Fi, The perſonal Love of Chriſt to 
our Perſons; from whence it was that he 
died for us, io faith the Apoſtle who loved 
me and gave himſelf for me. (Gal. ii. 20.) 
Were we helped to raiſe up our Hearts by 
Faith to apprehend Chriſt's Love to our 
Perſons, it would greatly. help us in this 
Ordinance. The Lord lift us up above 
our Fears, and give us a View by Faith, 
Ti not 
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. 

not only of the Love of Chriſt in general, 
but that he perſonally loved us, even this 
whole Church. 

Secondly, The Sufferings of Chriſt, In g 
this Oi — we are to act Faith upon 
his Death, as therein undergoing the Pu- 
niſhment due to our Sins. It is to mind 
us that he made his Soul an Offering for 
Sin, that he ſuffered the Fuſt for the Unjuſt, | 
bearing our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, 

that they ſhould not come into Judgment. 
3 Ziraly The Effects of Chriſt's Death, 
which was the making an Attonement for 
all our Sins, the making Peace between 
Ly and our Souls, bringing in everlaſt- 
ing Righteouſneſs. Under. the Law we 
find, that the Blood of Bulls and Goats, and 
the Aſhes of an Heifer ſprinkling the Un- 
clean, ſancꝭ i ſied to the phrihhing of the 
Fleſh, and the People were thereby legally 
cleanſed ; How much more ſhould the Blood 
of Chriſt, tbo. through the eternal Spirit 


Y "offered himſelf to God, , purge our Con- 


ſciences from dead Works to ſerve the living 
Gag. (Heb. ix. 13, 14.) 

The Acts of Faith in this Orla are, 
Fi, nen 'E hat. Faith Which 


> 


1 4 is the ſame Advantage to a believing 


tel . 


is exerciſed on the Death of Chriſt that 
is paſt, is to call it over, and make it pre- 


ſent to the Soul. It is to realize it, and 
bring it before us. It is not a bare Re- 
P ng of it, but ſuch a one as makes 

t preſent. And where there is Faith 


Soul in the Participation of this Ordinance, 
as there could have been if we/ bad fl | 
by the Croſs. 

Secondly, Faith works by reflecting to 
Humiliation. They ſhall look on him whom 
they pierced, and mourn for all their Un- 
kindneſs and Unthankfulneſs to their Sa- 
viour. And when we come to this Work 
in this Ordinance, Self-abaſement, Self- 
abhorrence, and Brokenneſs of Heart will 


be acted, and flow forth in Abundance of 
Love to Jeſus Chrict. - 2 
_ _ Thirdly, Another Act of Faith in this 4 


Oman is, Thankfulneſs to God for his 
Wiſdom and Grace, in contriving this Way 
of our Salvation, and Thankfulneſs to 
Chriſt, in whom was this Mind, that Se- 
ing in the Form of Gad, and thinking it no 
Robbery to be equal with God, be took upon 
bim the Form of a Servant, and became 


"2 _ obedient” 


obedient unto Death, even the Death of the 
Groſs, that he "might fave us from our 
Sins.. If the Lord be pleaſed to lead us to 
ack Faith in any of theſe Things, in ſome 
ſignal and eminent Manner, we ſhall find 

an (eine in this Ordinance. 


DISCOURSE II. 
July 6. 1673. 


\O help you in the Exerciſe of 
Faith in the Adminiſtration of 
this Ordinance, I would briefly ſhew 
What it is to have a Sacramental Participa- 
tion of. Te Us Chr:/t. | 
When the World had-loſt the Under- 
loading of this. Myſtery, for want of 
ſpiritual Light, they contrived a Means to 
make it up, very caſy on the Part of them 
that did partake of it, and very prodigious 
on the Part of the Prieſt. For he, ina 
few Words, turns the Bread into the Body 
of Chriſt, and the People had no more to 
do but to receive ity as ſuch, + into their. 
Mouths. It was the Loſs of the Under- 
ſtanding of this Myſtery that put them 
upon that Invention. There 
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= vii * 
There is Sad a Figure or Reproſen. 
tation in this Ordinance, but that is not 


all; when the Bread is biekaw it is a F- 


gure, a Repreſentation that the Body of 
Chriſt was broken for us. But there is 
ccalſo a real Exhibition of Chrift- unto- 
every believing . Soul. This. is diſtin 
from the Tender of Chriſt in the Promiſes 
of the Goſpel. In the Promiſes, the Per- 


ſon of the Father is particularly look'd 


upon as propoſing and tendering Chriſt to 
us. In this Ordinance, as God exhibits 
him, ſo Chriſt makes an immediate Ten- 
der of himſelf, and calls our Faith to 
have Reſpect to his Grace, to his Love 


and to his Readineſs, to unite and ſpiri- 


tually incorporate with us. He tenders 


himſelf to us not in general but under a 


ſpecial Conſideration, (viz;} as having 


made an End of Sin, and done all that 


was to be done between God and Sin- 


$ ners that they might be at Peace. 


Chriß made a double Preſentation of 


himſelf. Fir, As the great Mediator, 


when he offered himſelf a Sacrifice on the 
_ Croſs for the accomp) 


iſhing the Work of 


27 an's + Redemption. - Secondly, He pre- 
* ſented 


: vlii 


ſented himſelf to God in Heaven, there 
to do whatever remained to be done with 
God on our Behalf by his Interceſſion. 
The Interceſſion of Chriſt is the Preſen- 
tation of himſelf to God upon his Obla- 
tion and Sacrifice. He preſents himſelf 
to God to do with him what remains to 
be done on our Part to procure Mercy and 
Peace for us; and he preſents himſelf to 
us in this Ordinance (which anſwers to 
that Interceſſion of Chriſt above, and is a 
Counterpart of it) to do what remains to 
be done on the Part of God; to give in 
Peace, and Ne and the ſealed Cove- | 
nant to us. 5 
There is this ſoaeiel Batzen or 
Tender of Jeſus Chriſt ; and this directs to 
a ſpecial Exerciſe of Faith, that we may 
know how to receive him in this Ordi- 
nance. And Firft, Let us receive him as 
one that hath actually accompliſhed the 
great Work of making Peace with wy 
for us ; blotting out our Sins, and brin 
ing in everlaſting Righteouſneſs. Secondh, 
As one that hath done this Work by chis 
Death. It is a Relief when we have an 
e that Chriſt can do all = 
| N or 


i } 


for us: But" . does not tender himſelf 
to us as one that can or” will do it upon 
ſuch and ſuch Conditions as ſhall be pre- 


ſcribed but as one that hath done it, and 


ſo we muſt receive Him, if we intend to 
elorify God in this Ordinance, U7S, as 


having blotted out all our Sins, and pur 


chaſed for us eternal Redemption: © | 
Let us act Faith on Feſus Chrift, as one 


who brings along with 'him Mercy and 
Pardon, procured by his Death; 'all-Mercy 


and Grace that is in the Heart of God 


and in the Covenant. To Have ſuch A 
View of him, and ſo to receive him by 


Faith is the Way to give Glory to God, 
and to haye Peace, and Wer our rev 
Boſoms, | e den A vg 1] 
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* o a due Attendance on. this Ordi- 
| nance it is requiſite,” not only that 
we be in a ſpiritual Frame, but that we 
- . to bring and fu our Hearts tb . 


ſome 


ſome ſpecial Thoughts with Reſpect to 
this ſpecial Ordinance ; wherein the prin- 
_ cipal Act on the Part. of God, and the 
principal Act on our Part, with Reſpect 
to Chriſt, are gloriouſly repreſented. | 
Löbe great Act of God, with Reference 
to Chriſt, is the Exhibiting of him. God 
did two Ways exhibit Chriſt. 
Firſt, There was, as I may call it, on 
the Part of God, a legal Exhibition of | 
Chriſt, mentioned by the Apoſtle, Rom. iii. 
28. Whom God 52 ſet forth to he @ Pro- 

pitiation thraugh Faith in his Blood, to 
declare his Righteouſneſs, for the Remiſſion 
27 Sins, that he might be Juſt and the Fuſ- 
r of hina,which believeth in Jeſus. This 

1 call God's « Jegal Exhibition of Chriſt, when 
he ſet him forth to undergo the Curſe of 
the Law, that we might be bleſſed. This 
ſetting forth of Chriſt. is here repreſented 
in this Ordinance when the Bread is broken. 
And this is, that which you may exerciſe | 
your Faith on in this Ordinance, that as 
the Bread is here ſet forth to be broken, 
ſo God, to declare his own Righteouſneſs, 
hath. ſet forth Chriſt to be bruiſed and 
ak to. 6 the Sentence of the 


1 4 Law. 


3,” 
111 


to Law. Thus” we have a gracious Sight 
ne | of God's Holineſs in this Ordinance, 
he |} Secondly, He doth exhibit Jeſus Chriſt 4 
& in the Promiſes of the Goſpel. And it 
e might be” with ſome Reſpect to this 
ce {} Ordinance, that the Goſpel Invitations, 
od which have the Nature of Promiſes, were 
j in the Old Teſtament ſet forth by eating 
and drinking, Ifai. Iv. 1. Ho, every one that 
1 thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, and be 
4 that bath no Money, come ye, buy and eat, 
yea come, buy Wine and Milk without Money 
and without Price. God having provided 
Jeſus Chriſt to be the Food of our Souls, 
he doth propoſe and exhibit him in the 
Goſpel as ſuch. And what a bleſſed Re- 
preſentation is there hereof in this' Ordi- 
nance ? Here God makes a viſible Tender 
of Chriſt, as exhibited in the Promiſes of 
the Goſpel for the Life, Food and Strength 
of our Souls. To anſwer the Promiſes, 
he here makes this Tender unto us. 
Thus you fee the principal Act of God 
in this Drdlnince, is che exhibitir f 
Jeſus Chriſt unto us. The great Act on 
our Part, with Reſpect to Chriſt, which 
is alſo repreſented in this Ordinance, x. 
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no Benefit by it 
be more lively repreſented to us with Re- 


* 


. xi 


the Recep tion of him * Faith, It is 


not enough that God hath ſet forth 
Chriſt to declare his Righteouſneſs, and 
in the Promiſes of the Goſpel. Unleſs 
we receive Chriſt, we ſhall come ſhort of 
all the Deſign of Grace and Mercy there- 


in. As many as received him, to them gave 


be Power to become the Sons of God ; even to 
them that believe on his Name. Joh. i. 18. 

If there be any Thing that is brought 
and tandered to you, unleſs you receive 
it, there is nothing done. Things are but 
in the ſame State wherein they were. 
Notwithſtanding all the Tenders that 


God makes of Jeſus Chriſt in both the 
Ways mentioned if there be not an Act 


of Faith in n him, we "ſhall have 
Now can any Thing 


ect to Chriſt, who is tendered to us, 
an our receiving of the Bread in this 
Sacrament. But if we act not Faith there- 


in, it will be but a bare Repreſentation. 


Therefore, if we believe that God is in | 


pood earneſt, with us in the Tender that 
x 


makes of Chriſt, let us not be back- 


© ward, on our Part, that the Sacramental | 


Rites may "Ft 23g Signs to us. 
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[REMARKS 


ON HE 


Pra N Account, Gen 


Plain Account of the Sacrament, in 
the following Propoſitions, which he 
W dbwn as the Foundation of his Work. 
J. The Partaking of the Lord's Sup- 
« per is not a Duty of itſelf, or a Duty 
\** apparent to us from the Nature of 
„Things; but a Duty, made ſuch to 
6 Cbriſtians, by the Feen Inſtitution 
* 0055 Chriſt. 
„II. All Poſiti ve Duties, or Duties 


Le 1 ho 1 of the 


„ made ſuch by Inſtitution alone, depend 


<« entirely upon the Will and Declaration 
te of the Perſon who inſtitutes or ordains 


b * them, with Reſpect to the real Den 
| A 2 V 


* 


[4] 

* and Endof them, and conſequently to 
« the due Manner of performing them. 
III. It is plain, therefore, that the 
Nature, the Deſign, and the due Man- 
ner of Partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
** muſt of Neceſſity depend upon what 


« TJeſus Chriſt, who. inſtituted it, hath 
declared about it. 


* IV. It cannot be doubted that He 
„ himſelf ſafficiently declared, to his firſt 


©« and immediate Followers the Whole of 


<*© what Hyg deſigned ſhould be underſtood 


by it, or implied in it. 

% V. It is of ſmall Importance, there- 
" _ to Cbriſtians, ta know what the 
© many Writers upon this Subject, ſince 
2 the Time of the Evangeh/ts and Apo- 


% files, have affirmed ; much leſs can it 
ebe the Duty of Chriſtians to: be guided 
e by what any. Perſons, by their own 


% Authority, or from their own Imagina- 
ce tions, may teach concerning this Duty. 
; 200 VI. The Paſſages in the New Teſta- 
„ ment, which relate to this Duty, and 
hey alone, are the original Accounts of 

« the Nature and End of this Iiſtitution, 
* and the only authentic Declarations, 

| „ apon 
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upon which we of later Ages can ſafely 
depend; being written by the imme- 


% diate ne of our Lord; thoſe 


ie | © who were Witneſſes en, to the 


« Inſtitution, or were: inſtructed in it, 


either by thoſe who were ſo, or by 


Fa * r * . x a - 
VVT 
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13 Chrift himſelf; and conſent in deliver- 
ing down one whe the ſame Account of 
| © this Religious Duty, 


«VI. The Writers of the New Teſ- 


* ftament give an Account of the 1nftitu- 


« ion of the Lord's Supper, in the fol- 
* lowing Paſſages; which therefore are 
ce principally to be regarded : VS, St. 
«. Matthew, chap. xxvi. ver. 26, Ge. 
„St. Mark, chap. xiv. ver. 22, Sc. St. 


= Liike, chap. xxli. ver. 19, &c. And 
ty Paul 1 Cor. chap. xi. ver. 23, OG 


And, after this Author's Example, I 


have made it my Care to explain theſe 
Paſſages that give us the Account of this 
Inſtitution, that all who are concerned 
may be led into a right Way of judging 
about it, and be directed to the Whole 
of their Duty in obſerving it: For I 


think, with Him, that this Method of 
examining into the Nature and End: of 
943 this 


61 
this Ordinance, muſt needs recommend 
itſelf to every one who has * a ſincere | 
« Deſire that the Doctrine of Cbriſt alone 
« ſhould prevail, in a Matter, which 
ec muſt depend upon his Will, and can 
e depend upon as elſe.” Plain Ar- | 
count Preface, p. 8. OFavo Edition. 4 
I cannot therefore but fancy that we | 
are like two friendly Travellers, who be- 
ing bound to the ſame Place, ſet out to- 3 
gether, and are taking the fame Road; 
but alas! before we are got half Way 
to our Journey's End, I am forced to 
leave our Author, and go on by myſelf, 
becauſe he fits down, and will go no 7 
This, © the fitting down in the Way”, | 
ſeems to me to be a juſt Repreſentation | 
of their Caſe, who take up with the Re- 
ligion of the Abo as ſufficient to anſwer 
all the Purpoſes of being Religious, and 
neglect the Religion of the End; who 
think that Reading and Hearing of the 
Word, Praying to God, Partaking of the 
Sacrament, Sc. are All to which they 
need attend, _ are unconcerned nt 
eing truly Piu. 


1%o 


„ | 
I do not ſpeak this with the leaſt De- 
ſign to reflect upon the ſuppoſed Author 


of the Plain Account; a Friend to the 


Rights and Liberties of Mankind; a Per- 
ſon of a fair Reputation, and one whoſe 
Piety I have no Reaſon to call in Queſtion :« 
But were his Character the yery Reverſe 
of all this, I have not here to do 


with it; for all my Concern is with his 


Book. And when 1 conſider him purely 


as the Writer of that, I cannot but thin | 


that he comes under this Cenſure. For 


ſuch is his Manner of treating the Lords 


Suter, that it may juſtly be ſaid of him 
that he leaves out the Religion of the End 
of this Inſtitution, and takes up with the 
Religion of the Means, as anſwering all 
the good Purpoſes that are to be ſer ved 
by the Ordinance. 2 
That which 1 call the Relig ion of the 
Means, is the obſerving the Rites which 
our Da has inſtituted, and commanded 
us to obſerve in Remendbrunh of Him, 
and the being ſerious in remembering 
Him: And that which I ſpeak of as 


the Religion of the End, is the being found 
in thoſe Duties to which the Sacramental = 


Rites 
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Rites are directing us; and for the Sake 


f of which Chriſt hath commanded us to 
obſerve theſe Rites in Reme Trance of 


It cannot juſtly be ſaid of the Plain 


Account, that it takes no Notice at all 
of the Religion of the End; for it tells 
us „ that the Nature of the Thing it- 


er {this Holy Inflitution] conſidered 


„ in all its Circumſtances, directs the 
Mind of a Chriſtian to many Thoughts, 
<< which are of the greateſt Importance 
© to himſelf, and may thus prove, by 


c 1ts own Tendency and good. Effect 


* upon a moral Agent, not only an Act 
„ of Obedience to his Lord's Command; 
but a Mean leading to his own greater 


Increaſe in all that is worthy of a Man 


„ and a Chriſtian, p. 106. And ſeveral 


other Paſſages there are in this Book to 


the ſame ene ; PREY ly in p. 156, 
181. 


But after all, ſo much is ſaid of the 


i ee of Cbriſ, and fo little of the 


End of this Remembrance, that it is not 
at all to be wondered at, that the Admirers 


*. 


of the Plain Account ſhould take up with 


the 
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the Notion, „that the ſerious Ræmem- 


« brance of Cbriſt is all that about which. 


< they need to concern themſelves, when. 


te they are at his Table. : 
And indeed This is the very Doc- 
trine that the Author is teaching us: 
For he tells us, 
Thoughts to which the Inſtitution may 


| direct the Mind of a Cbriſtian, are 


© not abſolutely. neceſſary to the Per- 
*© formanee of the Duty,” p. 106. That 
cc the 
e the Remembrance of Chriſt, p. 103. 
That to eat this: Bread, and drink this 


that the important 


Eſence of this Duty conſiſts. in 


- 


« Wine, as becomes Chriſtians, in a Re- 


7 ligious Remembrance of Cbriſts Death, 
eis tru 
<* the End of the Inſtituiion, 
That at the Time of your 
<«< Partaking of the Bread and Wane, 
ce the great Point fand indeed the only: 


A 


is the Attendance of the Mind upon 


* has Remembrance of Chrift, which 


Ca 


« diſtinguiſhes the Eating this Breed, and 
** the Drinking this Wine, from com- 
* mon Eating and Drinking.” Page ua 


ly and ſuftigiently to an{wer. 


p. 117. 
on 


Point eſſential, or abſolutely neceſſary, ] 
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And that, the Miniſter's putting you in 
* Mind of your Duty of Eating and Drink- 
e ing in Remembrance of Chriſt's Death, 
* at the Inſtant of delivering the Bread 
c and the Cup, ſecures you from all ſuch 
deviation of Thought, or improper Be- 
_ ©& haviour, as can affect the Eſſence of this 
us Religious Action; and direCting you to 
«© the Remembrance of what was deſign- 
Ded to be now Keligiouſiy remembred, 
«* makes it-impraQticable for you, if you 
b are truly ſerious, and in earneſt, to eat 
or drink UNWwoRTHILY. Page 20. 
This Doctrine having a natural Ten- 
er to make as many as receive it care- 
leſs, or rather wholly unconcerned; about 
the Religion of the End, when they are 
at the Lord's Table; is likely to have ſo 
ill an Effect upon Communicants, that I 
think it neceſſary to examine it, and ſhew 
that it has no good F oundation to: ſup- 
port. it, 
Tbe Author ſuppoſes that he finds this 
Doctrine in the Hiſtory: of the Inſtitution 
of the Lord's Supper: For having given 
us this EE in the Words of three of 


the | 


= 
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the Evangeliſts, and St. Paul under his 


viith Propolition ; he thus proceeds, 2 
« VIII. It appears from theſe. Paſſa- 
e ges that the End for which our Lord 


<« inſtituted this Duty, was the Remem- 


& grance of himſelf.” 


« IX. Whoever therefore, in a ſerious - 
and religious Senſe of his Relation to 
Chriſt, as his Diſciple, performs theſe 
% Actions of eating Bread, and drink- - 
« ing Wine in Remembrance of Chriſt, as 
© of a Perſon corporally abſent from his 
«© Diſciples, moſt certainly performs them 
agreeably to the End of the In/iztution . 
declared by Chriſt himſelf, and his im- 


G- 


A 


A 


e mediate Diſciples,” 


But what is the Point to be proved ? 
Not that the Remembrance of Chriſt is 
one End of this Inſtitution, for that. I 
readily grant ; but that this Remembrance 


is the soLE or CHIEF, and ULTIMATE 
End of it. AndI deny that this appears 


from any. of the Paſſages referred to. 

It is plain, indeed, that the Remembrance 
of Chriſt, is the only End of the Inſtitu- 
tion, that is ſpoken of in expreſs Words. 


| EF or he did not ſay, , This do, that you 


on = 
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| * * may be found in this or that Duty, as that 


« you may love me, for Inſtance; but 


only, This do in Remenibrance of me : But 
may not more be implied in his Words 
than they expreſs? Is it not thus! in ſeve- 


ral Inſtances of the 'fame Nature with 
this 55 How frequently are Hearing, Know - 


- Ing, 'Confidering, &c. the only Things men- 


tioned; and with a Deſign to put us up- 


on thoſe Duties, and that Carriage to 


which theſe As "ſhould in Reaſon be 


leading us? Nay, thus it is as to the 


Remembrance of God. For the Words 

of Solbmen, Remember -now-thy Creator in 
the Days of thy Nurb, 'Eccl. xii. 1. are 
readily underſtood as meaning the fame 
as if he had faid, Fear God, and keep 
his 8 in "the Bay F "thy 
Nutb, ver. 13. For it cannot be thought 
that he recommends this Remem brance, 


as What * and by i will be of any 


Service: No, bat as a Means leading to 


ſuch àn End. And by a Parity of Reaſon 


we may ſay, that Chriſt did not inſtitute 


ſuch Rites, and command us to vbferve 
them in Remembrance of Himſelf, arid 
| b recommend this Remembrance to 


"M = us, 
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Ius, as what bus and by it/elf will be 


of Service to us; no, but as proper to 


lead us to ſuch Duties as are a agreeable to 
the Nature of this Remembrance. 
It appears, from the Account that 


St. Paul gives us of the Behaviour of the 


Corinthians, 1 Cor. xi. 20, &c. that they 
did not go ſo far as this, the ſerious Re- 
membrance of Chriſt at his Table, For, 


not diſcerning the Lord's Body, that is, 


not conſidering the Sacramental Bread 


and Wine, as fignifying his Body and 


Blood, they did eat and drink as at a 
common Meal, or as if this were only 
the Continuation of a foregoing Enter- 
tainment, and even without obſerving the 
Rules of Temperance ; and, eating and 


© drinking thus unworthily, they were guilty 


of the Body and Blood of the Lord, or, of 
an high Offente and Indignity againſt his 
Body and Blood; and ſo were eating and 
drinking Damnation, or Fudgment to them- 


ſelves ; that is, profaning this Ordinance, 


they laid themſelves juſtly open to he 


Diſpleaſure of Almighty God, p. 64—67. 


And it muſt be owned, that we ale 1 
not to think, that they y who eat this 
TO B 9 Bread, 


S 
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Bread, and drink this Wine in a ſerious 
Remembrance of Chriſt, do act ſo un- 
worthily, and / unſuitably to the In- 
ſtitution, as theſe Corinthians. And, as 
they are not, like them, profaning this 
- Ordinance, they have not the leaſt Cauſe 
to fear © any of thoſe Threatnings of | 
« St, Paul, which belong only to thoſe : 
ho do fo” profane it, p. 122. 

But I cannot ſee the Force of our Au- 
thor's Reaſoning, vis. That he who 
ce does truly diſcern the Lord's Body, by 
«© remembring it in the moſt ſerious Man- 
ec ner, has therefore performed this one 
My Duty i in a proper Manner,” p. 88. He 
has not indeed been eating and drinking 
unworthily, in the Apoſtle's Senſe of the 
Phraſe ; but, as the not being as wicked 
as ſome other Men are, is no Proof of 
a Perſon's being righteous, ſo his not be- 
having at the Lord's Table as the Corin- 
. thian Sinners behaved themſelves, is no 
Proof of his performing the Duty in a 
proper Manner, ſo as to anſwer the End 
of 1 

There are bse of unwarthy Receiv- 
ing, and they may cat and drink unwor- 


15 


* 
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„ 1 
thily, though not in St. Paul's. Senſe, 


Y who do not imitate the Corinthians, in 
the one particular Inſtance of theic 
e Thdecency. Whatever Temper or Be- 
„ haviour, at the Time of eating and 

= 4 drinking, is utterly unſutable to the 
VDeſign of the Duty, muſt, in its 


a Degree, come under the Cenſure 
8 « of this Paſſage, pp. 80. Suppoſing 
therefore that there be a /erzous, and, in 
4 this Senſe, a Religious R-membrinte of- 
F Chriſt, that is, there is ſome Regard to 
5 his Inſtitution, yet if this Remembrance 
; has no good Effect upon us, and does not 
: lead us to thoſe Duties to which in Reafon 
> | it ſhould lead us, as we have a Temper 
. and Behaviour unſuitable to the Defign 
c of the Duty, ſo we are, in ſome Meaſure, 


unworthy Receivers, though not. in that 
Degree, as the Corinthians were. 

- il Beſides, *©* to perform the Duty 80, as 
et that it may be of Advantage to us, is, 
e in other Words, to perform it worthily ; 
or in a Manner ſuitable to the Nature 
and End of it,“ p. 79. And from this 
it follows, by the Rule of Contraries, that 

to o perform the Duty SO, as that 1 it cannot 
B 2 be 


TW 13 | 
be of any Advantage to us, is to perform 


it unwortbily ; or in a Manner unſuitable 
to its Nature and End. And from theſe 


Things we may argue the Neceſlity of 


being found in other Duties 44” ; 


ferrous Remembrance of Chriſt, when we 


are at his Table : For a Remembrance of 
Him that is alone, and has no good Ef- 


fect upon us, like a Faith that is alone, 
thout Works, 7s dead, and cannot profit 
WET „ 
It is true, as the Author ſpeaks upon 
another Occaſion, « We are not to con- 


e found Duties; and to make that pecu- 


ce lar to the Holy Communion, which was 
© never made peculiar to it by Cbriſt, or 


*© his Apofiles ; which is proper for every 


„ Seaſon of our Time, and every Part 


„ of our Life, and which would have 


been equally a Duty, whether it had 
. «. pleaſed our Lord to inſtitute the Holy 
„ Communion, or not, p. 76. But what 


is peculiar to the Holy Communion? 
Nothing, as .I ſee, but the obeying the 


Command of | Chriſt, in obſerving the 
Rites which He has inſtituted, viz. the 

Tear * the con lecrated Bread, and 
| the 


— 
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„ 
the raids and eating of it, as the Symbol 


of his. Body, given and broken for us, to- 


gether with the receiving and drinking of 
the conſecrated Cup, as what He gives 
us as the Symbol of his Blood, the Biood of 
the New Covenant, . ſhed for us and for 
many, for the Remiſſiun of Sins; and as 
being likewiſe the Token and Seal of this 
Covenant, both on God's Part, and on 
our's. For, as to even the Remembrance 
of Cbriſi, in which the Hſence of this 
Duty is made to conſiſt, p. 103, it can- 
not juſtly be ſaid to be peculiar to the 


| Holy Communion : For ſince whatever we 


do in Word or Deed, we are to do all in 
the Name of the Lord Feſus, Col. iii. 17, 
we are certainly to remember Him in 4 
we do. 


The very ſame Duties may be ſuttable | I 


to different Ordinances, which are not pe- 

culiar to any one of them. Thus it is as to 
the Duty of Preparation for the Worſhip 
of God, which our Author juſtly ſpeaks 
of as not peculiar to the Holy Commu- 
nion. For though not peculiar to it, yet, 
as he rightly obſerves, it is, and muſt 
be, always of great Uſe to Chriſtians,” a 
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_—_ 76. And it ſuits all other Ordinances g 
as well as this. The ſame may be ſaid of 
that Faith in Chriſt, and that — | \ 
with God, of which I ſpeak in the Re- | 
VIeW. "Theſe are Duties, which may 
* be done every Day, and every Hour,” 
P. 176, when we are praying to God, or 
reading or hearing his Word, as well as 
when we partake of the Sacrament : But 
it muſt be owned, that they are /#ztable, 
thongh not peculiar to this Ordinance, 
becauſe its Rites, - as we ſhall ſee, direct 
and incourage us to theſe Duties in par- 
ticular ; ſutable, did I fay, nay, they 
are neceſſary to render it uſeful and ad- 
vantagious to us: For then, and then 
only, when the Remembrance of the Be- 
nefits of Chriſt's Body broken, and Blood 
ſhed, is the Mean of leading us to theſe 
Duties, it is one Mean of procuring theſe 
Benefits,” p. 1 59. 

1 agree with our Author, that there 
is a Miſtake in calling tbe Lord's Sup= 
t per a Renewal of the New Covenant 
*« on our Part, p. 164. For we cannot 
infer, from our partaking of this Sacra- 
ment, that we have been covenanting 
with 
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s | wk God, and that He is our God, in 
f FF covenant with us. And the like we may 
” 3 fay of Faith, or Believing in Chriſt; we 
cannot conclude, that we have been found 
in this Duty, from our having been cating 
and drinking at his Table. 
þ 1 But it may reaſonably be thought, that 
as the Sacramental Cup is always to be 
: BE conſidered, as will be ſhewn, as the Seal 
of the New Covenant, on God's Part, 
ſo anſwerably to this, we are always to 
receive it in Token of our hearty and 
thankful Acceptance of this Covenant, and 
of our giving up ourſelves in Covenant 
unto God in return. It may likewiſe | 
be thought, that as Chriſt is always ſet 
before us, in the Sacrament, as having 
given his Body to be broken for us, and 
as having ſhed his Blood for us, fo it 
is always our Duty to look to Hin 
by Faith, for the Benefits of his Body 
broken, and Blood ſhed, whenever we 
partake of this Bread avid this Wine, - 
And where we are found in theſe 
Duties, when obſerving the Sacramentat . 
Rites, we not only remember the Bene- 
fits flowing from Chriſt's Sufferings and 
Death, but actually partake of them ; 


2 „ | . 
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— 
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not all, indeed, but ſome of theſe Benefits, | 


and thoſe ſo conſiderable, as that we may 


look upon them as the Pledge and Earneſt = 


of the reſt. 
«© To ſay that this Contmunion is the 


e actual Partaking of all the Benefits of 


© Chriſt's Body broken and Blood ſhed ; 


or in other Words, of his living and 


dying for our Good, is to put that up- 
on one ſingle Act of religious Obedience, 
** which is by our Bleſſed Lord made to 
% depend upon the whole Syſtem of all 
“ Virtues united. Page 158. 5 But this 


* 


no ways affects me; for I do not ſay that 


this Communion is pry actual Partaking 


of theſe Benefits: And I do not put this par- 


taking of them, upon this one ſingle-A& 


of Obedience, the obſerving the ſacramen- 
tal Rites, no ; but upon that which the 


Goſpel puts it upon, viz. That Faith in 


Jeſus Chriſt, which conſtrains us to give 
up our ſelves in Covenant unto God as his 
Servants; and where there is this Faith, 


there is the whole Syſtem of all Virtues | 


united. 
It is the fame, as tothe Remiſſiun of our 
pait Sins through * Cbriſt. If it be 


Wie, 


5 
211 


8 asked, (ſays our Author, * 144. ) 
* do we not partake of this Benefit, by 
« our partaking of the Lord's Supper 
5 wor thily? I muſt anſwer, No; if the 
© Goſpel be true.” This alſo is no good 
Objection to any thing that J aſſert. For I 
do not ſay that we partake of the Remiſſion 
of Sins, by partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
no; 1 that on ſuppoſition that we do be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and covenant with God, 
when we partake of the Lord's Supper. 
we then partake of this Benefit: And thus 
it evidently is, if the Goſpel be true ; for 
ke that beheverh 2 bim, is not condemned, 
Job. iii. 18. And the Covenanting with 
God, being the ſame with yielding ourſelves 
to him as his Servants, ſuppoſes, or includes, 
the forſaking our wicked WW ays and unrigh- | 
teous Thoughts, and the returning to the. 
Lord. And as to every one who does 
this, he may be fully aſſured, that God 
has M ercy on him, — abundantly pardons 
bim, If. Iv. 7. 
It follows, For in that, [the Goſ- 
<« pel,] no Pardon of paſt Sins is promi- 
x: led, or given, unleſs to 7boſe juſt con- 
2 | *© yerted, 


1 | t 
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ce 


tt tized into the Chriſtian Faith ; or to 
*. thoſe, who having finned after Bap- 
„ Tiſin, actually amend their Lives, Page 
144. But it ought- to be obſerved, 
that wherever there is that Faitb in the 
Lord Jeſus, which leads us to the Cove- 
nanting with God, there is a real Conver- 
ſion, and Amendment; not only a Foun- 
dation laid for this Amendment, and a 


Diſpoſition towards it, but che Beginning 
- of 1 it. 


ec Diſpoſition towards the Amendvent of 
% Gur Lives, and a Refolution to amend, 
© are very good Steps; but neither this 
0  Dipofiron nor this Reſolution, let them 
be never ſo fincere; are themſelves actu- 
al Amendment, Page 14 5.” This holds 
true, indeed, of our Carriage to our Fellow 
| Creatures, but not of our Carriage to Ged. 
That which mãkes the Difference in the 
two Caſes, is the different Nature of the 
Law of Men, and the Law of God. For 
as the Law of Men reſpects only the out- 
ward Actions, {0 1 it is not broken, but by 


A 


c 


A 


ſome 


verted, renouncing their Sins, and bap- 


I cannot, POSI but think that there 
| is a Miſtake in this that is added, 4 


TS 


ſome Overt-a& ; but the Law of God, re- 


ſpecting the Heart, as well as outward 


Actions, may be broken by a Diſpojþtion, 
or Reſolution, that is contrary to it, as 
well as by an ou!ward Action: And from 
this, it evidently follows, that ſuch a Diſ- 
poſition, or Reſolution, as is agreeable to 
this Law, .may be juſtly called an Actual 
Amendment. 

This, properly and ſtrictly ſpeaking, is | 
the Amendment of the Heart, which is 
often, conſidered as different from the A- 
mendment of the Life: But when it is ſaid, | 
* That the Forgiveneſs of Sins is promiſed 
“ to thoſe who amend their Lives, to 
ſpeak according to the Goſpel, we muſt 
underſtand the Propoſition, as taking in 
the Amendment of the Heart. And, in- 


deed, this Amendment is the fir/f, and 


great Thing! in Religion. And as, where 
there is this, it will ſhew itſelf in the A- 
mendment of the Life; ſo all Amend- 
ment of the Life is no better than Hypo- 


criſy in the Sight of God, here that of 


the Heart is . 

„ Ae therefore, That Aud! 

0 Anendment is ſo neceſſary a Qualifica- 
« tion, 


1 1 
e tion, that there is no Forgheeriel of | 
«c Sins after Baptiſin promiſed without it: 
% And that no Act of Religion, without 
* this, can be a Title to ſuch Porgiveneſs, 
* and that it cannot be obtained without 


ce a Practice, conformable to the Laws of 


„ the Goſpel. Page 145. This is no 
ways inconſiſtent with ſaying, That we 

* partake of this Benefit when at the 
« Lord's Table, we believe in Chriſt, and 


* covenant ith God; becauſe when : 


we are found in theſe Daties, there is an 
actual Amendment ; and as a good Foun- 


dation is then laid for a Practice con- 
formable to the Laws of the Goſpel, ſo 
there is the Beginning of ſuch a Practice. 

But our Author thinks it evident, from 
what he has laid down, ** that the proper 
and conſiſtent way of Expreſſion upon 


* this Subject, is this, Page 199. © that 
partaking worthily of the Lord's Supper 


<* 1s one particular Duty of a Chriſtian; 
that this partaking of it worthily is no 


« more than the Performance of one Du- 
* ty, in a manner, and with Diſpoſitions 
* fuitable to the Deſign and Nature of 1 it; 


my cc 


it 


. ff A 2 © hy N 


- nant with God, performing the Duty 
C 
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i and therefore ought not to be account- | 
<« ed of any more Importance towards the 
« ſecuring our Acceptance with God, 

ce than the Performance of a ſingle Duty | 
« of this Sort can be.” To which I an- 

ſwer, That if by Partaking worthily of the 
Lord's Supper be meant the Partaking of 
it with a ſerous, but ineſſicacious Remem- 
brance of Chriſt, it can ſcarce be ſaid to 
be ſo much as the Performance of ONE 
Duty, for it is far from being the wwoLE 


of it; and it is of no Importance at all to- 


wards the ſecuring our Acceptance with 
God : But if by this Partaking worthily 
be meant the g of the Lord's Sup- 

per, in a manner, and with Diſpoſitions 
ſuitable to the Deſign and Nature of it; 
(which I think is the right Notion of Par- 
taking worthily,) if it may be ſaid to be 
but one Duty; yet it is « Duty of ſuch a 
Sort, that like the Fear and Love of God, 
it gives us Reaſon to conclude that the 

are accepted of him, throogy Teſus Chriſt 
who are really found in it. As therefore 


all they, who when partaking of the Lord's 


Supper, do believe in Chrift, and cove- 


in 


in a Manner, and with Diſpoſitions ſuita- 
ble to its Deſign and Nature, do partake 


of it worthily ; ; ſo we may be aſſured that 
they all enjoy this Bleſſedneſs. 


in the Author's following Words, That 


other Duty of his Religion, upon Prin- 
ciples ſuitable to its Nature; and as to 
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There is nothing contradictory to his” 
© every Chriſtian is obliged not only to 
perform this Duty corthily, but every 


his final Acceptance with Gop through 
Chriſt, ought to have his Eye conſtant- 


ly, and particularly, upon the whole 


* Syſtem of moral Duties, upon which, x; 
throughout the New Teftament, his Ac- I vs 


ceptance is conſtantly put; and upon 
thoſe Catalogues of Vices, which are 
as conſtantly there declared to exclude 
all who practiſe them, from the King- 
dam of Heaven, let their religious Per- 
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E from the Subject I am upon, t 
make any Remarks on this Paſſage; bat 
join with the Author in recommending to 
Communicants, the two Things that are 
here mentioned. 


The 


formances in other Reſpects be what * 
they will. Page 180,” And I ſhall not 
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The one is their being concerned about 
the worthy Performance of every Duty of 
«Y Jour Religion; every Ordinance of divine 
Service, as well as the Lord's Supper, as 
Prayer to God, the Reading and Hearing 
his Word, Sc. To be trifling and carelets 


4 in theſe, | is likely to have a bad Effect up- 
Won us, and to make us the fame in this: 


Duty; but to perform theſe upon Princi- 
ples, and in a Manner ſuitable to their Na- 
ture, with ſuch Diſpoſitions and Affections 
of Soul, as they may call for, ſo as that 
they muy be really uſeful to us, is a proper 
Mean to prepare us for the worthy Parta- 
king of this Ordinance, and to quicken 
us to our Duty in all other Inſtances. 

The other thing above mentioned, is: 
the having a Regard to all moral Duties, | 
as well as pofitzve. Inſtitutions- This is. 
the ſame as to ſay, that we ſhould do. 
our Duty at all other Times, and in all 
other Places, as well as when we are 
at the Lord's Table, or attend on any 
Ordinance of divine Service, whether in 
the Church, or in the Cloſet. And as to- 
this, Cammunicants ſtand upon a Level 
with all others. They can have no Ac- 

C2 ceptance 
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ceptance with God, either here or here- | 1 
aſter, without a finceie and hearty Con- 
cern about moral Duties, or in other 


fo 
3 

1 

FRY 
73 

7 7H ; 


Words, without à Refpef? unto all God' s | 


bee Pfal. cxix. 6. 


Our bleſſed Saviour, the Judge of an 
the World, has expreſily aſſured us, That 


not every ene that faith unto tim, Lord, 
Lerd, ſlail enter into the Kingdom of Hea- | 
ven; but be alone that deeth the Will of 


has Fetter which is in Heaven, Mat. vii. 21. 
And that it will not at all avail us, to 
read at the Laſt Day, - ace have eaten and 
grunk in thy Preſence ; for if found amon 
the <eorters of Iniquity, he will anſwer, 
and ſay unto us, I know you not whence 
yeu are, depart from me. Luke xiii, 2 5, &c. 
Moral Duties are conſtantly recommend- 
ed to us, as tbe meerghtrer Matters of the 
Law, as far beyond any poſitive Inſtitu- 
lions; as what we are in the firſt Place 
to be the Doers of, though we are not fo 


heave the other undone. Mat. xxiii. 2 3. 


Theſe are Duties of the utmoſt Impor- 
tance; and Communicants, as well as 
others, cannot eaſily be too often put in 


mind of — Theſe Duties, the Mi- | 


niſters 


niſters of the Word are to zeach ; to the 
Practice of them, they are to abort their 
People. 1 Tim. vi. 2. Theſe things they 
are to affirm conſtantly, that they which 
have believed in God, might be careful to 
maintain good Works + Theſe things are 
good and profitable unto Men. Tit. iii. 8 
But alas! how many Perſons may we 
meet with, who. ſpend a great deal of 
Time and Pains-in this and the other 
Religious Service, and are ſerious in what 
they do, when they are ſo far from 
having a regard to the whole Syſtem of 
moral Duties, that they practiſe one, or 
more of the Vices which the New Teſ- 
tament does evidently ſpeak of, as ex- 
cluding Men from the Kingdom of Hea-- 
ven. They can have no Peace in their 
Minds, if they do not read ſo many Chap- 
ters, and ſay fo many Prayers every Day, 
and hear ſo many Sermons every Week, 

and partake of the Sacrament at all Oppor- 
tunities; but it gives them not the leaſt 
Uneaſineſs to neglect. the Duties of their 
Places and Relations; to be Lovers of - 
Pleaſure, more than Lovers of God; to be 
Covetous, Unrighteous, . Fornicators,. Adula 
terers,. Drunkards, &. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10: 
© 3 Do- 


A 
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Do any ſpeak Peace, or — 
ſmooth Things to ſuch Perſons ; O my Soul, 
come not thou into their rel. « Such a 
« Doctrine as this, that leads Chriſtians 


to think. thats if they have but a Re- | 


gard to this and the debt Religious Per- 
formance, they partake of all the 
Benefits of Chriſes Life and Death, al- 
though they neglect moral Duties, and 
live in the Practice of Vice, would, in 
e my Opinion, be inconfiſtent with the 
t plaineſt Declarations of the | Goſpel, 
«and not only inconſiſtent with, but 
* directly contrary and deſtructive to the 
„ main Deſign of it,“ p. 144. 

I have here made uſe of our Author's 
Words, becauſe none can better expreſs 


my 3 But whereas he ſpeaks of 


= Paſſuge of St. Paul, 1 Cor. x. 16. 
« in which the partaking of the Cup and 
64 of the Bread at the Lord's Table, is 


* fſaid to be he Communion of the Blood | | 
* and of the Boay of Chriſt; and tells 
us, that he had ſhewn that the Words 


do not ſignify an actual partaking of all 


5 the Benefits of his Sufferings and Death 
= « for our Sakes : : And whereas he aſſerts, 
5 * « that 


« that this one fingle Inſtance of Obedience 


© to the Will of God, however worthily I 


ec performed and ſoitably to its Nature and 
1 « End, cannot be the partaking of theſe 


* Benefits, p. 144; It may be proper to. 


obſerve, that although there may be this 


Inſtance of Obedience to the Will of 
= God, where we do not partake of theſe 


Benefits, yet, if it be /o worthih per- 
formed, and ſo ſur/ably to its Nature as 
to lead us to, and be attended with Faith 
in Chriſt, and the Covenanteng with God, 
we are certainly Partakers of them. 

I hope the Reader will not forget that 
which was before obſerved, vig. that Faith 
in Chriſt and the Covenanting with God 

are of ſuch a Nature as to lead us to all 


other Duties; ſo that the ſaying, that 


where ſound in theſe, we are Partakers 
of the Benefits of Chriſt's Death, is not to 
put this partaking of theſe Benefits upon: 

one fingle Inſtance of Obediente to the 
Will of God. And I ſhould not have 
mentioned it here, but for the ſake of 


this uſeful Inference that evidently flows 


from it, viz. That he, and he only, may, 
by Juſtly ſaid to have been. found in theſe 


"0 hings 
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Things at the Lord's Table, and to i | 
a Partaker of this Bleſſedneſs, who is led 


to the ſincere Practice of his whole 
% Duty, and of that univerſal Helmeſs, 


e without which no Man ſhall ſee the | 


“ Lord, p. 179. 
If therefore a wicked or unrighteous 


Perſon, at his eoming from the Lord's 


Table, ſhould: ſpeak. after this Manner, 
« Now it is well with me, my Sins. 


& are all pardoned; my Salvation is ſe- 


« cured; for by Faith I have receiv- 
1 Chriſt as my Saviour, when re- 
e ceiving the Symbols of bis Body given 


4 


«© Now I may look on all the Bleſſings 


* of the New Covenant as mine, for 1 
have been drinking of the Sacramental. 
« Cup, the Token and Seal of this Cove- 
ce nant, both. on God's Part and on our's.” 


T this, I fay, be the Language of a 
wicked and unrighteous Communicant, 
we may thus anſwer ; But what is thy 


« Faith in Chriſt ? If it be of the right 


« Kind, that which is juſtifying, and 


* A be * ſhew it 9 ck Works <: 
= - Wit 
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* 


and broken for me, and of his Blood. 
* ſhed for the Remiſſion of my Sins, 


TIFF _ 

„ Wilt thou know, O vain Man, that 
© Faith without Works is dead, James i i. 
«20, Why ſhouldſt thou pleaſe 
„ thyſelf with the Thoughts that the 
*© Blefſings of the New Covenant are 
e thine, when thou art not Gods Co- 
«« venant Servant, devoted to his Fear? 
The moſt that can with Reaſon be 
_** ſaid of what thou haſt been doing, 
is, that thou haſt paid ſome out- 
ward Reſpect unto God, but thy 
Heart was far from Him. Who 
«© ſhouldſt thou think that thou haſt 
e faid unto Him with thy Soul, I am 

 & thy Servant, when thou art not for 
te ſerving Him ? Why ſhouldſt thou 
* o_ that thou haſt any Part or Lot 
« in his Favour, when hy Heut 1 
© not right in bis Sight, ſound in bis 
«& Statutes ? Repent therefore of all thy 
*© Wickedneſs, and pray God that it may 
« be forgiven thee, How reafonable is 
© this Advice! How ſuitable to thy 
* Caſe! For it is eaſy to perceive that 
& thou art in the Gall of Bitterneſs, and 


"We Bond of 5 Acts dür. 
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The Author obſerves, that we are not 
to © think it any Exaltation of Chriſt's 
* Inſtitution, to magnify it into what He 
never deſigned it to be, p. 181. But 
fince, as will appear from the Review, 
the Sacramental Rites are in their Nature 

r to direct and incourage us to Faith 
in Him, and the Covenanting with God, 


how can we think any other than that 


they were inſtituted with a Deſign, not 
only to. keep up the Remembrance of 


_ Chriſt, but to lead us alſo to. the doing 
of theſe Duties. And to ſay, that 1 | 
found in them at the Lord's Table, we 


partake of the Benefits of his Suffer- 
ings and Death, is not to magnify this 


Inſtitution, becauſe, as we have ſeen, it 


does-not put the partaking of theſe Bene- 


fits upon the obſerving it; but it is rather 
to magnify theſe Duties; or, to ſpeak 


more properly, it is to magnify the Riches 


of the Grace of in his Kindneſs to- 


wards, us, through Jeſus Chriſt,” in pro- 
miſing thoſe Benefits to all ſuch as are 
found in theſe Duties. 


Theſe Duties, indeed, as has been ſaid, 


& are not peculiar to the Holy Communion, 


; | cc but 


— 


+. 
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< but may be done every Day and 
every Hour, p. 176. when we pray 
to God, or read, or hear his Word, 
or meditate on what we have read 
or heard, as well as when we are at 
the Lord's Table: And ſince the Bene- 
fits of his Sufferings and Death are pro- 
miſed to all who are found in theſe Du- 
ties, the attending on this Ordinance can- 
not juſtly be ſaid to be abſolutely neceſ- 
fary to our enjoying theſe Benefits: But 
we ought to conſider, that That may be 
of great Service to us that is not abſolutely 
neceſſaty to our Bleſſedneſs. 

And, to reaſon a little with my Reader 
on this Head, How canſt thou anſwer it 
to God and to thine own Conſcience, to 
live in the Neglect of any Ordinance of 
Divine Appointment ? Has our Bleſſed 
Lord and Saviour faid, This do, and wilt 
thou not. do it ? Has He commanded us 
to obſerve certain Rites in Remembrance 
of Himſelf, He who has given us the 
moſt amazing Proof of his Love, and wilt 
thou not readily, chearfully obſerve them? 

Why ſhouldſt thou think that thou art 
his 3 indeed, when thou doſt not 


„ > walk 


1.36 


walk in all his Commandments and Ordi- 
ances ? 
Beſides, it ought to be confiderad,, that 
ſome Duties are of ſuch. Importance and 
Conſequence, that as we ſhould be ſure 
Not to Fail of being found in them, fo it 
will be good for us 5 often to repeat them ; 
he oftener the better; the more Holy 


we are like to be in all manner of Con- 


werſation ; the greater and more continued 


Comfort and Joy we may look for in this 


World; and the more Reaſon we ſhall 


have r the fulleſt Hopes, that an En- 


trance ſhall be miniſtred unto us abundantly 
into the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chrift, Of this Nature 
is Faith in God, Faith in his Promiſes, the 
Love and the Fear of Him, &c. , And the 


fame may be ſaid of F Laith in Chriſt, and 


the covenanting with God that we will 


be his Servants. And, as there are ſeveral 


Ordinances of Divine Service, to each of 
which every one of thoſe Duties is ſuitable 
and ſeaſonable; ſo they all agree in this, 


the being Means proper to put us upon the 


Repetition of them : And on this Account 
it is our Widom to attend on each of 


theſe 5 


(1 


theſe Ordinances as often as the Scaſon for 
obſerving of them may return. 

To this I may add, that the attending 
on one Ordinance with Diſpoſitions and 
in a Manner ſuitable. to the Deſign and 
Nature of it, is the Way to prepare us, 
as was before hinted, for other Ordinances, 
and to render th the more uſeful to us. 
And from this it follows, by the Rule of. 
Contraries, that the Neglect of any one 
Ordinance, or the being careleſs in obſerv- 
ing it, is the Way to unfit us for others, 
and to hinder us of that Benefit we might 


otherwiſe have received. from attending on 


But alas! ſo many are kept off from 
the Lord's Table by their Frars, leſt not 
exerciſing that Faith in Chriſt, .. which 
conſtrains them to yield. themſelves to 
God, as his Servants, they ſhould eat 
and drink unworthily, and ſo eat and 


drink Damnation to themſelves, that it 


will be neceſſary to offer ſomething for 
their Relief. 
And ſince the 3 of theſe Perſons 


are > occaſioned "EY Mm e of St. 


Paul 


IL ys 1 
Paul to the Corinthians it may be proper 
to remind them of that, which was before 
obſerved, biz. that as they do not, like 


theſe Sinners, profane the Inſtitution, ſo 
* It cannot be juſtly ſaid that thoſe Fn. 
nings belong to them. 

But why ſheuld they BEAR incurring 
- the Diſpleaſure of God, and drawing 


down his Judgments upon themſelves, 


by going to the Lord's Table, who are 


really concerned to he found in the Duties 
'w which tlie Inſtitution directs and in- 
courages them ? With how: much more 
Reaſon may they hope that all the good 


Ends of the Ordinance will be anſwered ; 


and that their obſerving of it will be for 
their Comfort, as well as dung in 


; the Service of God ? 


It muſt be owned: that FE is very "eg 


firable indeed for. every Communicant 


to be aſſured of this, that he has re- 


ceived Chrift Feſus the Lord, by Faith in 


Him, and given up himſelf in Covenant 
unto God, as his Servant. The more he 
is affured of this, the more likely he is to 

| ng all ſuch * and * 
| 0 
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of Soul, when he is at the Lord's Table, 
as are ſuitable to the Nature of the Inſti» 


tution: But we are not to look upon this 


Aſſurance as abſolutely neceſſary to fit u 
for this Ordinance; ſo that if the attend- 


ing on it be not our Sin, yet it is, at beſt, 
unprofitable, and in vain, where this Af- 
ſurance is wanting. | 
Suppoſing therefore that thou canſt not 
fay how it has been with thee, as to 


theſe Duties, in Time paſt, yet if it be 


now thy Heart's Defire- and Prayer 8 


God, that thou mayſt be found in them, 


it will be reaſonable for thee to conclude 
that He invites thee- to. his Table, who 


calleth on the Simple in this Manner ; 
Come, eat of my Bread, and drink of the 
Wine which 1 have mingled : Forſake the 
Fooliſh, and live and go in the Way of Un- 
derſtanding, Prov. ix. 5, 6. Surely it wilt 


be good for thee to accept of his. kind ; | 


Invitation. 


a 


Fear nof then, ' neither be e 
but ars e, and be doing : May the Lord be. 
with thee ! Bleſſed are they which do hunger 


and thirſt "ou Es 4 they fol | 
D 2 
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be filled, Mat. v. 6. The Meek ſhall eat, 
und be ſatisfied: They ſhall praiſe the 

LORD, that ſeek Him; your Heart ſhall 

live for ever, Pſalm xxii. 26. Oy 


8 * 
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Hisrony of the Inſtitution 


OF 1 HE . Ms.” 


| LORD's SUPPER. 


Of the B RE A v. \ A 


HE Account e — Wers 

of the New Teſtament have given 
X us of the Inſtitution of this Firſt, 

Part of the Lord's Su pper, we have in ne 
following Paſſages: 


St. Matthew xxvi. 28. they « were 3 
ing, Feſus took Bread, and * it, ans 
5 . brake * 


brake it, and. gave it to the Diſciples, and | 
ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body, 
St. Mark xiv. 22. As they 44 eat, Feſus > 
too Bread, and bleſſed and brake it, and 
gave fo them, and * 2 ale, eat, this ts | 
Jr ng. 
St. Luke xxii. 19. He yook — ond 
| gave Thanks, and brake it, and gave unto 
them, ſaying,” This is my Body, which ts 
given for you : This do, in Remembrance 
of Ae. _ 
St. Paul, 1 Ger. xi. 23, 24. The Lord 
— .the ' ſame Night in which He was 
4, took Bread; and uben He had 
—_— on Thanks, E He brake it, and ſaid, Take, 
eat, this is my Body, which is broken far 
: This do, in Remembrance of Me. 

” Theſe Paſſages may be thus 3 in 
the Order of an Harmony: 
The Lord Feſus, the ſame Night in which 

He was betrayed, as they were eating, took | 

Bread; and when He bad bleſſed it, and 

3 Thanks, He brake it, and gave it to 
the Diſciples, and faid, This is my Body, 
which is given and broken for you : "Is ab, 
in Remembrance * *. 
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7 b; Tord 1 the ſame Night ' in which 
He was. betrayed, as they were — 
tool Bread. 3 


. The Lord's Su pper was 1 
by. our Bleſſed Saviour, when He knew 
that the | dreadful Hour of his Sufferir 
was at hand; but a little before He went 
into the Garden, where ſuch Terrors ſet 
themſelves in Array againſt Him, that le- 
ing in an Agony, his Sweat was, as it were, 
great Drops of Blood falling down to the 
Ground, Luke xxii. 44. And not many 
Hours before He was crucified, and gave 
11 0 for us, an Offering and 4 Sacri zfice 

o God. 

Wo Glichmſtaics of the Inſtituton 
of this Ordinance may lead us to think 
that our Lord did not command us to ob- 
ſerve it, merely to diſplay his own Au- 
thority, and do Honour to himſelf ; but 
from a Concern for our Good, and becauſe 
he knew that the right Obſervance of 
It would he very. much for our Advantage. 


20 bake” Seen 
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3. Chriſt had been eating the Paſchal 
Supper with his Diſciples, and it may be, 
they had a Piece of the Lamb in theic 


Mouths, which was to be their laſt Mor- 


ſq} , and were juſt about to ſwallow it, 
when he took 1 Bread; and if ſo, they 


had Reaſon to attend to What he was do- 
ing; for they knew that he did not de- 
ſign it for their OK in that Supper, but | 


for ſome other Pur 

4. The Bread 8 eſus took, was 
unlea vened: It was neceſſary that he chould 
make Uſe of ſuch Bread, becauſe no other 
was to be found in the Houſes of the 
Jeus at that time, Exod. xii. 19. But as 
we are not under the ſame. Neceſſity; ſo, 
for all that appears in Scripture, we may 


-uſe that which we can moſt conveniently 


come.. at, whether it be leavened or un- 


leayened,, and whether it be made of | 


Wheat or Rye, or any other Grain. 


We do not kad that any thing was. 


8 
ſaid before the Prayer of our Lord, to let 
the Diſciples know the meaning of his 
taking the Bread; hut it is realopahle to 


| 8 pon. See xe Ainfworth, on Exo. xii, 8. gs 
aral. | 


3 
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ſuppoſe that hs took it in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to let them, ſee: that he had ſome 
extraordinary Purpoſe to ſerve by it. Pro- 
bably, they were thinking that he de- 
ſigned to make uſe of it 2 the convey- 
ing to them ſome divine Inſtruction, as he 
had done but a little before this, by the 
waſhing of their Feet“. 
6. But it may be thought that the Pray- 
er of Chriſt, or however, that which he 
did and faid immediately after he had end- 
ed his Prayer, fully ſatisfied all, who were 
preſent, that his taking of the Bread was 
the ſeparating of it from that which was 
common, and conſecrating of it, or th 
ſetting it apart to a ſacred UſGG. 
7. And as this is the Meaning of onr 
kin W ead for the Lord's "3%, . fi it 
— tg obſerved that, as ſoon as ever it 
i ﬆ& upon the Table, we are to put a 
Difference between that and common 
Bread. The Nature of it is not, indeed, 
altered, either by ſetting it upon the Ta- 
ble, or by the Miniſter's taking it into his 
Hands, or by any Words he may 1 


„ See Pa daridge: 8 Harmony c on a J, xl. 4 e Fe, 
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nounce over it, no; it is as much Bread; 
and the fame Bread it was before ; but we 
are then to look upon it as holy to the 
_ ſer apart for his Worſhip. 


SECTION II. 


4 wor when 125 had Bleſſed i it, and given mat. 


be brake i it wy 


| x; gt. Luke and St. Paul tell us, bet 
s took Bread, and gave Ti banks, St. 
tthew and St. Mark fay that He bleſſed it; 
but they all mean the fame Action, * viz. 


te Pa that our Lord made u upon this 
1 — And it is natural to thivk that 


as ih this, he bleſſed the Bread which be 
had taken; fo in this alſo, he gave Thanks, 
that is, in other Words, e prayed. to 
God with Thanſgiving for his "MG 
: upon * 12 


r Prayer to God with" ThankGiving 


z our reaſonable Service, and never mote 


neceſſary, and Taſonable, than when we 


are entering on this ſoiemn Ordinance. 


„ £2 


o 


* 


No wonder, therefore, n aur Lord 
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own Example: and from this it follows, 
that it muſt certainly be very proper 
for us to conſider What thoſe Things 
are, for which we are here to pray 
and give Thanks ; but this may be learnt 
from the Meditations and Fenn in 
"rg Part of this Book. 

. The breaking of the Bread, 7 is taken 
1 of by each of the ſacged Writers, 
who ſpeaks of the Inſtitution of the 
Lord's Supper, and they all place it in 
the ſame Order, 472. juſt after his pray- 
ing to God, with Thank; giving, tor his 

_ Bleſſing upon it. 
4. Our Saviour took, as we may think, 
but one of the Loaves or Cakes which 
lay upon the Table, and he brake it, not 
only that he might divide it amongſt his 
Diſciples, who were to take and eat of it, 
and to teach them to do the ſame in after 
Times, in the Celebration of this Ordi- 
nance; but that it might the better ſerve 
for that which, as we ſhall ſee, he de- 
figned it for, viz. to be the Sy mbol, or 
Sign of his broken Body. Ohe' of the 
Ln while whole and unbroken, might 
a ſerved for a . of Chriſt, tbe 


1000 7 Bread 
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Bread of Life, John vi. 35. that Bread 


| which came down from — Verſe 32. 


But it muſt be broken, to be the proper 
Symbol of his Body broken for us on the 


Croſs. 

It is next obſerved, that our Lad pave 
his Diſciples the Bread which he had 
broken, and commanded them to take 
and eat; but that we may ſee the Reaſon 
of theſe Things, it will be proper for us 
to conſider, firſt, ſome of the Words that 
he ſpake as he was Pans it into their 
Hands. | ; 


Sec CT T ON II. 


This 1 js my Body. 0 . 


1. The Papiſts tell us that Heſs Words ; 


| are to be taken literally, and that as ſoon as 


ever they are pronounced by the Prieſt, if 


with a proper Intention, a ſubſtantial 
Change is made of the Bread into the na- 
tural Body of Chriſt; that very Body 


which was born of the Virgin Mary, and 


which was nailed to the Croſs ; as the like 


| Ry. is * made of the Wine in the 
Cup, 


| 
: 
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Cup, upon the Prieſt's ſaying over it, This 


Cup is my Blood; this they call T ranſub- | 
ſtantiation. 5 
2. But how it is ; poſſible that 1 ſhould 

look on that as the Body of Chriſt, which 


I ee, and taſte, and feel to be Bread, and 


which has the Snell, not of Fleſh, but 


of Bread! Is it ſaid, That I muſt not 
«© give Credit to my Senſes, but believe 
* the Words of our Lord Jeſus.” I may 


very well ask, Why then ſhould the 


* Apoſites have given Credit to their Hear- 


ing? might not that fingle Senſe, more 
c eaſily have deceived them, than all the 
*© reſt of their Senſes? and if ſo, how 
* could they have been ſatisfied that Chriſt 


s faid of the Bread, this is my Body? Be- 


* ſides, if I am not to believe my Senſes, 


2 3 can be ſatisfied that there is fabh 
© a Book as that we call The New Teſta- 
e ment; and that ſuch Words are to be 


© found in it? Or how can I be certain as 
ve to any Fact whatſoever, that is ſaid to 
have been done by another; as for In- 
e ſtance, the Miracles ſaid to have. been 


. wrought by Jeſus, and that grand Fact, 
860 Particular, on which "RI is 
» Wk 32" . 


9 I] 
founded, the Reſurrection of Chriſt ? 
1 Cor. xv. 17. For, if no Credit is to 
be given to the Senſes, they who have 
re written of theſe Things, and who, .as 
<< they tell us, were Eye-Witneſſes of them, 
1 FJobn i. 1, might have been deceived, 
and have only fancied that they ſaw 
them done; or I may be miſtaken, and 
ce only Dream that I read of them in 
„their Writings. 5 
3. But granting that our Lord ſaid of 
the Bread, This is my Body, and allowing 
the Truth of the Scripture Hiſtory in all 
other Particulars ; yet we may be very 
ſure that he did not in the leaſt deſign 
to contradict the Evidence of Senſe, and 
_ that he was far from defiring his Diſciples 
to believe that to be his natural Body, 
which, as far as they could judge of it by 
their Senſes, was no other than Bread; 

becauſe, within a few Days, ſhewing bim- 

felf alive to them after bis Paſſion, he ap- 
pealed to their Senſes, and called on them 
to make uſe of their Senſes, in order to 
their being ſatisfied that his Body was 
raiſed from the Dead, and that they were 
not deluded * a Ghoſt or — 

or 


cc 


cc 


C- 


! | 
For he ſpake to them in this Manner, 
Why are ye troubled, and why do Thoughts 
ariſe in your Hearts ? Behold my. Hands 
and my Feet, that it is I my ſelf ; handle 
me, and ſee, ' for a Spirit has not Fleſh and 
Bones as ye ſee me have. Luke xxiv. 38, 
39. And agreeably to this, when he bad 
thus ſpoken, he ſhewed them his Hands 
and his Feet, Verſe 40. and his Side alſo, 
John xx. 20. And a little after he took 
the like Method for the Conviction of 
St. Thomas, who was not then with the 
_ Diſciples, verſe 2 | 
4. But is not this acting a very incon- 
ſiſtent Part, for Cbriſt, at one Time to 
tell his Diſciples that that was his natural 
Body, which to judge of it by their Senſes, 
they could look upon as no other than 
Bread; and a few Days after, to deſire 
them to make uſe of their Senſes to ſa- 
tisfy themſelves that it was a real Body, 


= not a mere Ghoſt, or Phantom, that 
ſtood before them ? 


3 Luke ſpeaks of theſe Proofs of - 


the Reſurrection of Jeſus, that the Apoſ- 
tles had from their Senſes, as infallible, 
A , 2, 3. And is it not evident to a 

e Demon- 


/ 


Fa 


„ 
Demonſtration that our Lord alſo had the 
ſame Notion of theſe Proofs, ſince he left 
it altogether to the Senſes of thoſe, who 
doubted of it, to give them full Satisfaction 
concerning it: Here, therefore, we may 
reſt the Matter, and Wy; - That as the | 
Apoſties had infallible Proofs from their 
Senſes, that Chriſt was really riſen from 
the Dead, fo we have infallible Proofs, 
from our Senſes, that that, which we take 
and eat at his Table, is not his Body, but 
Bread.“ 

6. Is it ſaid, But what Account then 
te can be given of his thus ſpeaking of the 
Bread, This is my Body ? or what is the 
7 Meaning of his Words? ” It may, be 
anſwered, That the Name of a Thing, 
Wh” frequently given to that which is the 

cc Sign of it. Thus the ſeven Kine, and 
ears of Corn, are faid to be ſeven Nears. 
„ Gen. xli. 26, 27. And thus Circumci- 
on, had the Name of the Covenant, and 
«© the. Sign was called What literally it 
© was not, but what it really and truly 
$3 * exhibited by divine Appointment * A. 


gee Waterland's Review of the Eucharilt Chap. vii. 
bes And 


— 
* 


| Ea Þ + 
« And the like it is here, our Lord ſpeaks 
c of the Bread as his Body; not becauſe 
<« of its being tranſubſtantiated, or chang 

e into his Body ; but becauſe he had. ap- 
* pointed it to be the Symbol or Token 
« of his Body, and would have us to 
t conſider it under this N otion, when 
ao ng and eating of n 


Sr ro W. 


This is " Body, which 5 7s given, and bro a 


Len for you. 


* St. Matthew? and St. Mark 8 1 


thing of Chriſt's Body being given, and 
broken ; but as the former of theſe Things 


is taken Notice of by St. Luke, ſo the lat- vf 


ter is mentioned by St. Paul, and the Si- 


lence of ſome of the ſacred Writers, as to 


any thing that is ſpoken of by another, Ks 
no Argument againſt it. 


2. The Body of our bleſſed 3 EN 
was firſt taken, that it might be given, and 


then given, that might be broken ; and the 
Meaning is, that he freely conſented to 
the breaking of it. His Body was broken 
1 E 3 * 
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by the Nails, that were driven through his 
Hands and his Feet, to faſteh it to the 
Erol z and by the Spear with which they 
Pierced his Side. Firſt, He took upon bim 
 #he Firm of a Servant; and was made in 


the "Likeneſs of Men, and then being found | 


in Faſhion as a Man, be bumbled himſelf, 
and became obedient unto Death, the Death 
of the Croſs, Phil. ii. 5, 6. So that the 
Bread broken, as ſignifying his Body bro- 
Ken, ſets bim before us as crucified. 


3. Do any object, : but Chriſt had 


1 5 not been "Wn; and conſequently | 
his Body had not been broken, when |} 
de this pake.“ It may be atiſwered, 
13 ij 1 „ That his Words are to be alider- 


5 Suns; * not in a literal, but figurative 


F Jace en and they are, as f he had ſaid, 


3 That which 1 2 now put into your 


- Hands, is no other than Bread, but I 
e all it my Body ; becauſe I have ap- 


BEERS | < 


pointed it to ſignify my Body; and 


- | © becauſe I would have you to conſider 


«jt under this Notion, as often as you 
<< ſhall eat it at my Table. And hav- 
ing broken this Bread, to lead your 
0s ; to ahn breaking of my 1 
No 2 1 now 


mY ob | 
f 1 now ſpeak of it as my Body, which 
ce is given and broken ; becauſe I now ap- 
“ point it to fignify my Body, conſidered 
et as given and broken. You now hear 
cc me ſpeaking to you, and know that 

© J am alive, and you cannot but be 
ct ſenſible that my Body neither is, not 
* has been given and broken; but thus 1 
“ ſpeak of it, and zhus'T would have 
&« you to conſider it both now, and 
& Whenever in Time to come, you ſhall 
e obſerve this Ordinance which I now 
te inſtitute.” 8 


4. The giving of Chit 


P's Body to be 


broken, may be ſald to be not ofily Hs 


own Act, but the Act likewiſe of God and 


our Father, For all that which our Sa- I 
viour did in this, was according to his Il. 


| Gal. i. 4. God ſpared not bis du Sor, 
but delivered him up to ſuffer and die. Rom. 


4 ++ 


viii. 32. And Chrift offered a Sacriſte 19 


God, that yery Body which ie bad pre- 
pared him, Heb. x. 5. And becauſe be 
humbled himſelf, and became obedient unto 
| Death, the Death of the Croſs; God bath 
highly exalted bim, and given him a Name, 
which is above every Name; that at the 
ET Fo |  _ Name 


= is 
Name of FJeſus every Knee Shall bow, 
Phil. ii. 9, 10. 
5. The Boch of our Lord is all that 
which he here ſpeaks of as given; but 
as God gave his Son, Joh. iii. 16, fo 
Chriſt gave himſelf, his whole Man, for 
our Sins, Gal. i. 4. And althoug h the 
Breaking of bis Body, is all that is here 
taken Notice of, yet this was far from be- 
ing the whole of his Sufferings ; and it is 
not fit that we ſhould ** over they of 
his Soul. | 
| 6. The Death of the Croſs, Was not 
only a lingering and painful, but a moſt ig- 
nominious Death. It was rarely ſeen that 
any other than Slaves, and the baſeſt of 
Mlalefactors, were puniſhed in this man- 
ner: Beſides, it was looked upon, in 
common, as a Token of a Perſon's being 
under the Curſe of God for his Sins. 
Deut. xxi, 23. Gal. iii. 13, Well, there- 
fore, may it be ſaid, that God commendeth 
his Love towards us, in that while we were 
get Sinners, Chriſt thus died for us. Rom. 
v. 8. And well may we look on this as 


an amazing Inſtance of the Grace of our 
3 Lord 


„ ” 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that he ſhould be wil- 
ling for our fakes to ſuffer ſuch a Death 
as this. And yet we may ſay that there 
were other Parts of his Sufferings, which 
were far beyond the Pain and Shame of 
the Oh. | 
7. Thus we may ſpeak of what he 
ſuffered in the Garden, the Night in 
which he was betrayed, when he him- 
ſelf complained to his Diſciples, my Soul 
is exceeding ſorrowful, even unto Death, 
Mat. xxvi. 38. when he prayed again 
and again, Father, if it be poſſible, let this 
a paſs from me, ver. 39, Sc. and 
when, although an Angel appeared to 
him from Heaven to ſtrengthen him, 
he was in ſuch an Agony, that his Saveat 
was as it were great Drops of Blood falling 
down to the Ground, Luke xxii. 44; an 
Agony that, had it continued but a little 
longer, muſt needs have diſſolved the 
earthly Houſe of his Tabernacle : And if 
he had felt ſuch a violent Perturbation 
and Diſtreſs of Soul as that occaſioned, 
after his Enemies had apprehended him; 
we cannot conceive it poſſible for him 
e | eo 
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to have behaved with a proper Calmneſs 
and Compoſure of Mind under all their 
Inſults. 

8. But when he had offered up Prayers 
and Supplications with ſtrong Crying and 
Fears unto Him that was able to ſave Him 
_ from that Death, which this Agony had 
well-nigh brought upon him, he was 
beard, in that he feared, Heb. v. 7. 
and his heavenly Father did again ſpeak 
Peace and Comfort to Him, How- 
ever, there is ſome Reaſon to think that 
our Bleſſed Saviour was not wholly free 
from all Sufferings of this Nature, When 
he was upon the Croſs, but that his 
Sorrow and Diſtreſs of Soul had returned 
upon him, though not, it may be, to fo 
high a Degree. Thus it ſeems to have 
been, when he cried with a loud Voice, 
laying, My God, my God, why haſt Thou 
. ne? Mat. xxvii. 46. 

9. They who were crucified with Chriſt, 
like him, were made a Spectacle to the M orld, 
to Angels and to Men, 1 Cor. iv. . and 
might feel as much Pain in their Bodies 
as he ſuffered. But what was all this 
_= 4 ; to 


159 1 

to the Father's bruiſing bim? Iſa. liii. 10. 
and to the Diſtreſſes and Terrors of his 
Soul? With an Eye to theſe, he might 
with Reaſon be ſaying, Is it nothing unto 
pon, all ye that paſs by; behold and ſee, if there 
be any Sorrow like unto my Sorrow, which _ 
is done unto me; wherewtth the Lord bath 
 afflieted me, in the Day of bis fierce Anger? 
Lam. i. 12, Theſe. Sorrows and Suffer- 
ings of our Saviour are indeed of ſuch a 
Nature as that they cannot in any Man- 
ner be repreſented by the breaking of the 
Bread: But, as they were the principal 
Part of his Sufferings, it muſt be owned 
to be highly reaſonable to give them even 
the chief Place in our Meditations, while 
obſerving that Rite which ſeems appoint- 

ed to lead our Thoughts to this Subject. 
10. We muſt not fail to take Notice 
of the Concern or Intereſt that we have 
in the giving and breaking of Chriſt's 
Body, and by a Parity of Reaſon in all 
his Sufferings. It was given and broken 
FOR US; as be gave himſelf for our Sins, 
tbat he might deliver us from this preſent 
evil World, Gal. i. 4. So God ſpared 
not bis 0W0N Son, but delivered him up to 


ler 
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ſuffer and die for us ALL, Rom. viii. 32. 
He was wounaed for our Tranſgreſſions ; 

he was bruiſed for our Iniquities. T. he 
bn r F our Peace was upon him; 
ith his Stripes wwe are healed. All 
we, like Sheep, have gone aftray : Me baue 
turned every one to his own Way; and the 
Lord hath laid . bum the e of us 

all, Iſa. iii. 5 | 

II. apa loved the World that He 

gave bis only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
lelieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life : And ſent nat his Son into 
the World to condemn the World, but that 
the Warld, through him, might te ſaved, 
John. iji. 165 17. So, we may ſay, that 
Chriſt ſo loved us as to give his Body to 
be broken for us, that whoſoever belicecth 
in him ſhould not periſh, but have ever- 
laſting Life: And he ſuffered and died, 
not to condemn us; but that we, through 
him, might be ſaved : And it is neceſ- 
ſary for every Communicant to be ſenſible 
of this; this he ſhould conſider, and with 

Application to himſelf, that he may be 
— to look to him by Faith b. 
4. 24%, hh 


[65] 
all the bleſſed Fruits of his Sufferings and 
Death, * 5 


ser v. 


Hills gave it to the Diſciples, and 4. 
an rt. 7 


=_ - That which our Bleſſed Sede had h 

taken, he brake; that which he. had 
broken he . e hik) Den and that 
And this, as we — ſeen, (Se. 3.) 


was 
no other than Bread. But foraſmuch as 
he has appointed the broken Bread to 
ſignify his Body given and broken ſor us, 
we may reaſonably confider his giving us 
_ le ra as the Sing us en bo ana 


=... We tan chis Ordners 
« is the Death and Sufferings of Jeſus Chriſt ; and the 
- «a Thing that we are to Sa Faith upon, with Re- 
pect to his Nm is the peyſonal Love of Chriſt unto 
our Perſons. 80 ſaith N86 Apoſtle, 20 Lowe m | 
3 gave bimſel uf for. ne, Gal. ii, 80. T's Lot 
6 « tif us up above our Fears, and give us to view by 
Faith, not only the Love of Chriſt. in general, but 
* that he perſonally loved us, even this avbole 8 
Dr. Owen's Di Nourſer at 155 bard pred in . 


FREE. 8 


1 nb | PÞ Bo | agreably 


agreeably to d our ; which and eating it. 
is to ſignify our taking and eating his Body. 
So that while taking the broken Bread 


with our Hands, and eating it with our 
Mouths, we are by ſome Act of our 


Minds to receive and eat Chriſt's Body, 
as given and broken for us. 
2. We may therefore ſay of Sacra- 


mental Eating, as is ſaid of ee 
Rom. ii. 29. FE is that of the, Heart; 


the Spirit, and not of the Letter; whoſe 


Praiſe is not of Men," but f God. There 


ought to be a decent and reverend Be- 
haviour in all gin do obſerve this Rite: 
And where there is this, we may gain the 
good Opinion of our | Fellow-Commu- 
nicants. But we haye not the leaſt 
Reaſon to think that God will. approve. 
and accept of what we d&. and that it 
will be to the Advantage of our Souls, 


unleſs we are found in that which this 
taking and eating the broken Bread is 


to ſignify ; that is, unleſs we take and 
eat the Body of Chtiſt, a8 as given and 
proken for us: And this is to be done no 


other Way than by Faith f in him 8 hav- i 
iy been crucified Fr us. | 


F Joy ww 


* 
Hates 


3. This 


. 
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This Language of our Lord, This 
is my Body, take, eat; with that which 
follows in the Inſtitution, This Cap is my 
Blood, drink ye all of it, is of the ſame 
Kind with that which we have in St. 
Fobn Chap. vi; Verih, verily, 1 ſay unto 
117 a, ye eat the Fleſh of the 'Son of 

Man,” and drink bis Blood, ye "have no 
Life in n you. Whoſo eareth my Fleſh, and 
dinketh my Blood, hath. ternal Life, pay #; 
1 will raiſe bim up at the lal Day: For my | 
Fleſh is Meat indeed, and my Bload i is Drink 
Titled; ver. 53, 54, 55. And the only 
Difference between his Doctrine in that 
Chapter, and this, Which is repreſented 
and inculcated in the Sacrament, is this; 
that whereas this Ordinance ſets the Suf⸗ 
__ and Death of Chriſt before us, 

„he there ſpeaketh of them, as to 
. ij telling his Hearers, not that he 
bad given, but would give his Fa for” the 
7 of the World, „ 1 

. The Lord des Supper not having "a | 

infiteted when he ſpake in this Manner; 
we canno ſuppoſe that he had any Refe- 
rence to it; but when at the Inſtitution 
o tis Ordinance he made uſe of the like 


1 1 1 1 


- his Table, 
Si 
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Language, we may reaſonably put the 
fame Conſtruction upon it. As therefore 
the Words that he then ſpake were Spirit 


end Life, ver. 63. and are to be ſpiritually, 


and not literally underſtood ; ſo the ſame 
we are to think of his Words in the Sa- 
crament: For, although it may be ſaid, 


that here, as well as there, he ſpeaketh 


of his natural Body, that very Body which 


was in the Womb of his Virgin Mother 


and of his natural Blood, that very Blood 
which circulated in that Body, yet cating 
his Body, wr fon his Blood, are 
rative Expreſſions. 
5 There is, indeed, in "he literal $a 
of the Words, an eating and drinking in 
the Sacrament ; but, as that which we 
put into our Mouths is Bread and Wine, 
and. not the very Body and Blood of our 


Lord, ſo Bread and Wine are all that, 
©] literally ſpeaking, we can be ſaid. to eat 


and drink. 

6. But the broken Bread which we eat 
being made the Figure or 
y conſidered as given 


of bis 


and " broken, for us, and the Wine in the 
Cup. * we ther drink, being ay 
ma 0 


W 1 
made the Figure of his Blood, which he 


; ſhed for us, our eating this Bread is . 
5 wiſe the Figure of our eating his Body, 
5 and our drinking the V Ine the Figure of 
drinking his Blood. But how can we 
| eeat the Fleſh, or Body of the Son of Man, 

and drink his Blood ? not ſurely. by Nc 
| ting them into our Won ines no, bu 


-onl3 y. by fome: AQ of our Minds, that is 
| 5 a> Vb by Faith in him, à8 hav- 
ing offered up himſelf on the Cros, as "= 
Sacrifice to God for us, 

1. The Body or Fleſhi*of our Bleed 
5 Sadr; us given and broken for us, and 
FF Blood, as ſhed for us, may with Rex- 
tft be preſented to us, under the Meta- 
phors of Meat and Drint, becauſe no 15 
Meat apd no Drink can be of ſuch Sef- 
vice to us, in reſpect of this tempora 
— 128 thoſe® 7 in x 2 f the i 
„ And the te-. 


c his Bod y and" Blood" by Faith in. 


him crucified, may well be ſpoken of ak , 
the eating and drinking them, becauſe" it 
is by this Faith that they are made uſeft 
and fer viccable to us, juſt as dur comthon 


Food is by our br and drinking ie; 
. N | _ or 


PUR then, * ** only, when we truly 
believe in Chriſt, his Paſſion is our Re- 
demption; by his Death we live, and 
hall live for ever. * 
3 The ber peng, of our Lonl i 
Fobn Chap. vi, ver. 27, Gc. is to ſhew 
us the Neceffity of Faith in himſelf. 
There is N oak: that, Bbc 0h 


ver. 54, Th 
my 1 


40 which we are to — 


when 


K 
1 
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when taking and eating the Sacramental 
Bread. He who hath a right Faith in the 
Lord Jeſus, and ſo eateth, him, even be, 
| tve by Him, ver. 57. But we 
3 expect that the — 151 
ſhould — 5 and ſtrengthen our Bodies 
without taking and eating it, as that the 
crucified Body af our Lord, this ſpiritual 
Bread, this Food for our Souls, ſhould 
give us eternal Life, without receiving and 
eating it by Faith in him, crucified. for us. 
What 3 is Bread to us, if we do not eat of 
it . No more is the Saviour of the World 
to us ; no more are his Sufferings and 
Death, Mt 0 do not believe on 0 bim. 
But 1 th Faith: ar Balicuing in 
This is ſo important a Qu 
and it is ſo very to give a Full 
and clear, Anſwer to it, ee make. 


it the «ou of another een 
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ITS There i is no- plates? Notion of Faith 
4 « believing on Chriſt than that which St. 


Yobn gives us; Who SS Tres 


the ſame with: receiving bim, as in ch. 


ver. 12. As many as received him, to them 


gave be Power to become the Sons of God, 


even fo them that believe on his Name. 
2. Faith in Chriſt ſuppoſes ſome Know 


Hedge of the Goſpel "of God concerning bis 


Son ; for we may as well be faid to 


in bin of whom we have mt beard, Rom. x. 
I au to believe in him af 'whory wee ure 


wholly ignorant. $647 £9 ene oat 4 
12 Ii alſo e an Aſſent to the 
Truth of the Goſpel : For the cleareſt 


and fulleſt Notions of it will not at all 
. A us, unleſs we look upon it as true, 


. 2.4; 
4. This Knowledge of the Goſpel, and 
Aﬀent to the Truth of i, muſt lead us 


[6] 


the receiving of Chriſt : Fan what Rea- 
ſon can we Tm to think that he is' ours, 


and to lay Claim to the Bleſſings that 
come by him, unleſs we receive him? 

5. When we ſpeak of Faith in Chriſt, 
as the receiving of him, we muſt conſider 
him as ſet before us, and offered to us in 
the Goſpel, 

6. The principal, if not the only No- 
tion of Chriſt, which is given us in the 
Sacrament, is that of 4 Saviour. And we 
need not view him under any other No- 
tion, provided we obſerve that he came into 


the World not only to deliver us from 
the Guilt of Sin, but alſo 4% bleſs us, in 


turning ay every one of us from bis Iniqui- 
ties, Acts iii. 26. And that he gave him 


5 Pepe For us, to purify unto kimbolf 0 a peculiar 


4, zealous of good Works, Titus i 


But, foraſmuch as there are many 

- 0 > truſt in Chciſt, as a Saviour, while 
they have no Concern about being his 
People and obeying bis Goſpel, 2 Theſſ. i. 
the Scripture {| 


2 Peter i. 11. and plainly teaches us, 


that we muſt. receive and own him as = | 


th 


Lord, 


eaks of him as a. Prince 
; . as * Saviour, Ads v. 37. 


5 n D D 
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Lord, or we can have neither Part nor | 
Z ot in him as a Saviour. 

That which is meant by the recti v- 
ing of Chriſt, is an hearty and unfeigned 
conſenting to this, that he ſhall be ours, 
that is, agreeably to what has been ſaid, 
our Saviour, in the fulleſt Senſe of che 
Word, or, if you 1 will, aur Lord, as well 
as Saviour. ee 

8. Then it may Ys aid that we con- 
ſent to this, that Chriſt ſhall be our Sa- 
viour, when we look to him, and truſt 
in bün for Salvation in all its Parts and 
Branches. To this we are led by the 


Fear of the Wrath of God, due to us for 


dur Sins; by the high Thoughts that we 
have of that dmg that comes by the 
Lord Jeſus, and by the Senſe of this, that 
in him alone it our Help found, and that 
as Be ir able to fave 75 the uttermoſt all them 
that come umto God by bim; fo he calls on 
us to hook to him, that we may be ſaved. 
And then it may be ſaid that we 
Selle to this, that Chriſt ſhall be our 
Lord as well as Saviour, when we own 
and ſubmit to his Authority, or yield 
Are to him as bis Subjects and Ser- 


0 55 voants, 


[r74.Þ 

Servants, at the ſame Tims er 
unte ln Be Salvation, By ſuppoſes 
that we chuſe 57. Service above all other 
Service.; and that we are full determined, 
to forſake. all that Service w ich is con- 


trary to, or inconſihſtent with his. 


10. But 1 it ſhould be carefully obſerved, - 
that this receivin of Chriſt, or conſent.” 
ing that he ſhall be ours, is not a, ſudden 
Flaſh of Paſſion, Which, how violent ſo- 
ever it may be for. the preſent, is ſoon 
over ahd_ gone, but a fixed and abiding” 


 Prineiple in the Soul, that bring forth 


6 "I 740 Perfection, Luke viii. 14. 
. Some will have it, that Faith is 
an | Habir begun; and others contend that 


it is an Act beginning an Habit.“ But, 


not to diſpute about Words, it may be 
ſufficient to ſay, that we can have no. 
certain Evidence of our receiving Chrift 


Feſus. the Lord, or believing on him, to 


* Die, Fi 1 el 11 eft Hahitus lactis ; 


2 negua quam 2 en AA Habitum inchoans.. 
all h Theologia, eh een e 8 
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| where Gur Faith does not work in us as 
. | the Principle of our Actions. 

12. The Scripture reſsly tells us, 
That not the Hearers of > Law, are juſt 
_ God, but that *4 Doers of the Law 

be juſtified. Rom. ii. 13. And from 

this it follows, that no F ry in Chriſt can 
Juſtify us, but what makes us Doers, the 
fincere Doers of the Law of Gad. And 

| whereas we read, that the Wicked halt 
$9 into everlaſting Puniſhment, but the Righ- 
feous into Life eternal, Mat. xv. 46. 

| we may be very ſure that there is no Faith 
that can fave us, but what makes us 

Wee „„ 

. Agrecably to theſe Things, we find 
tus ith is uſed in Scripture, as being to 
the fame Senſe with the new Creature: 
Gal. vi. 1 5. chap. v. 6. and that it Is ſaid 
to work by Love, chap. v. 6. to pur 201 
Heat, Acts xv. 9. to overcome? Ling 25 
I John v. 4. And becauſe it makes ſuch 
a wonderful Change in our Souls, and pro- 
duces ſuch Effects, the Power which God. 
has employed upon thoſe who believe, is 
ſpoken of as exceeding great, and as cor- | 
reſponding to that migoty tat which 


7 He 


S 


An) 


'He a in the raiſing of Chriſt from. 1 
the Dead ®, , 
14. It may be ſaid indeed, that 4 Man | 
_ juſtified, and in a State of Salvation, 
ſoon as ever he heartily conſents * 
Chriſt ſhall be his Lord and Saviour ; ; bot. 
then it ought to be obſerved, that as he 7s 


Juſtified, lo be is alſo Janitified by the Raith 


that. is in Feſus, Acts xxvi 18. The 


- ſpiritual Life, a Life of Holineſs, und a 
Life of Happinefs, is begun in bim, the 
very Moment of his 3 na 715 
the Lord; and as he is every 
every Ordinance to be We. g Pan | 
in him, or to be anew receiving of him; f 
ſo the Life begun in his Soul is to be 
maintained by freſh Acts of Faith. Every 
true Believer therefore may ſay, with the 
Apoſtle, The Life which I now live in the 
- Fleſh, I live by the Faith of the Son of 
God, 10ho loved me, and gave amel, for 
me, Gal. ii. 289. , 
Thus I have given you a brief and plain 
Account of Faith in Chriſt, that Faith 
which juſtifieth and faveth, and chat 


= Locke s Parepbraſ on Eph. i i. 19, 20. 
R Faith 


* 


"It Gar: we meet with in the Hiftory N tbe 
Inſtitutian of the Lord's Supper, re 
to the Bread, -excepting his Words, This 


[741 


| : Faith by which alone we can be ſaid 


to eat his Body and drink bis Blood at 
his Table. If any look on this as a 
Digreſſion from my Subject, the only 


Apology I ſhall make for it is this, That 


< nothing is more neceffary than to have 


e right Notions of Faith in Chriſt.” 


And now I have conſidered every Thing 


ating 


db, in Remembrance of me : But, as the | 
ſame Words were alſo ſpoken on his giving 
of the Cup to his Diſciples, I ſhall con- 


ſider them in their \ ror _— in ae 
next Chapter. | 


Wi 


a8 by Malene En Oe 8” Rig 
| IV aithew xxvi. 27; 28. hag 8 WS 
the Gup, and gave T, 1 F 
them, ſaying, Drink ye all of it; for this 
= 7s my Blood of the New T, eftament, avhich 
4 e or many, for the Remiſion of Sins. 


| Cap, and When be Had 
gave it to them, And r 


Gp * hate 


0 H * P. I. * . 
"of the C U = 


R FD * 


+ this Part of the, Lord's 


Su poo 1s 
"Stk 


St. Mark xiv.” 23, 24. And be took the 


given Thanks, be 
hey all drank of it: 


And he Jaid unto them, This is my Blood of 


the New Te „ | n is . ſhed IE 


ke il. 20. Er 40% hs 


& ſaying, This Cup is the 
in * * N 15 N 
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a St. 


1 . \H Hiſtory of the Inſtitution of 


aud gave it o 


Lo |: 
st. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 2 5. Aſter the ſame 
Manner alf he took the Cup, when he had 
. fupped, ſaying, This Cup is the New Tefla- | 
ment in my Blood : Ibis do ye, as oft as ye 
drink it, in Remembrance of me. 2 
Theſe. four Accounts LOA: be thus di- 
| geſted into one: 

And after the fame Manner be al took 
the Cap, after Supper, and gave Thanks, 
and gave it fo tbe, ſaying, L "rink ye: all 
of it; for this is «my Blood of: the New 
Covenant , and this: Cup is the Neu Cove: 
nant in ny Blood, which is ſhed for you, 
and for A, for the Remiſſion of Sins, 
And they all drank of it, This do ye, as 
he 12 drink it nnn, TO 


21 kave tiers? "putts dine nlidad of 7. . 
which ſeems the proper Meaning of the original Word 
in this Place, becauſe the Ola, or former Diſpenſation, 
to which the New. is oppoſed, had nothing in it of the 
Nature of a Teffament, but was purely a Covenant, or 

tipulation between God and his People the Jeaus, pro- 
me Mercies to them, and requiring Duties of them. 
See 9 — on the New Te an * * „Pei | 
ry ix. 2 * LY ; . * N 0 


6 


Rs Ca V n 
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FR offer the Jame Aae; be alſo took the 


70 after per, and Fave: Ti banks, 


I. The Cup. as well as the Bread, was 


taken in ſuch a Manner as to lead the 
Diſciples/to think that ſome eſpecial and 
extraordinary Purpoſe was to be ſerved 
by it. And, conſidering that which our 


Lord had done and faid, with reſpe& to 


the Bread, they might well look upon his 14 
taking of the Cup as the conſecrating of 
it, or the ſetting it apart to a facred Uſe. 


And the Paſchal Supper being then fully 


ended, they muſt he be ſenfible. char 
the Cu p was not taken with a View to 


that Ordinance. 


2. But we N the 7 as bu 5 — 


faid of the Bread J Chap. i. Sect. i. * } 
that it is to be conſidered as holy to the 
Lord, ſet apart for his Worſhip, as ſoon 


as ever it is ſet upon the Table; ſo that 
the Miniſter's taking it into his Ian af or Bl 
* ing his Hands over it, is to be looked 

3 upon 


_ tes - * . 
— leere 
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upon as no more than a Recognition of 
its Conſecration. 

3. The Wine, we may ſuppoſe, was in 
the Cup when our Lord took it ; and as 
that fignifies his Blood, as we ſhall ſee 
preſently, ſo it ſets it before us as ſhed. 
But foraſmuch as nan is ſaid of his 
fouring the Wine into the Cup from ano- 
| ther Veſſel, I ſee no Reaſon to conſider 
_ this as a Rite ſignifying the ſbedding of 
Chr:ift's Blood, and deſigned * teach us, 
chat while this i is doing, we ſhould view 
him as bleeding on the Croke. And in- 
deed, when by” the Bread broken he had 

repreſented his Body, as given and broken, 
or, in other Words, had ſet himſelf 
before us a crucified; and when, in 
Time that his Body was broken; why 
ſhould -we think that he hath inflituted 
another Rite, the pouring the Wine into 


. tbe Cup, to direct our Thoughts anew to 


him, as yet alive on the Croſs, ſhedding 
5 his Blood and ſuffering for us? 


4̃. It muſt be owned ed. that it 
F "i very fitting for every Communicant to 

wake the Safferings of our Bleſſed Saviour, 
12 | in 


2 


179 1 . 
in Part, the Subject of *. Meditation, 
when he is at the Table: But the Bread 
ſignifying his Body, the breaking of the 
Bread muſt Ggnify the breaking of his 
Body, and fo it naturally directs our 
Thoughts to his Sufferings. While there- 
fore the Bread is breaking, we may with 
great Propriety meditate on Chriſt's Suf- 
| ferings for us. But when we come to 
3 this Part of the Sacrament, The taking of 
| | the Cup, we are not to confider our Saviour 
as on the Croſs, but as having been cruci- 
fied; we are no longer to view him as 
| Bl ſuffering, but as having ſuffered ; not as 
| ſhedding, but as having ſhed his Blood 
F for us; and then our Buſineſs is to attend 
to the bleſſed and orion Fruits of his 
> I Sufferings and Death. 
7 F. When our Lord had taken the Bread; 
| 
/ 
) 
; 


he bleſſed and gave "Thanks, that is, he 
rayed to God with Thankſgiving for 

his Bleſſing. And as we cannot but ſup- 
poſe that he did the fame upon his takx- 
ing of the Cup, ſo it is highly reaſon- 
able, that in 2h16 alſo, we ſhould follow r, 
his Example. For now another and a 
PARRY Scene opens to our View; new 
rt: Wonders 


al N 8 ' 8 * * 3 3 SET wAELYY * 
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P 


„ 

Wonders of Grace are ſet before us; 
and as this demands our Thankſgivings 
and Praiſes, ſo it likewiſe calls for our 
Prayers to God, that we may be aright 
affected with a Senſe thereof, and make 
anſwerable Returns of Love and Grati- 
tude for ſuch a Favour. But this will 
more fully appear from conſidering the 
Words which our Lord ſpake upon this 
Occaſion, when his Prayer and an 
giving was ended r 


SEO 1 7 oN II. , 
This 1 16 my Blood, 


. "he it be thought, that on the pro- 
nouncing of theſe Words, the Cup was 
tranſubſtantiated or changed into Blood ? 
No, ſay the Papiſts, not be Cup. but 
*« he Hine, The Cup is the fame as it 
<« was before the Words were ſpoken, but 
„ the Wine is no longer Wine, but the 
very Blood of. Chriſt.” And, accord- 
ing to the Doctrine that they teach us, as 
in the former Part of the Sacrament, the 
| | Diſciples 


FFT eG, x EOS as, — 


Diſciples had been eating Chriſt's Body, 


[8] 


that very Body which they might have 
ſeen ſtanding, fitting, or lying before 


them, all the while they were eating it; 
ſo when he had ſpoken theſe Words, they X 
were likewiſe drinking his Blood, that 


very Blood which was then running in his 


YOu: 
2. When the Wen do objett 


“ But is it poffible to bring any Shew of 


«© Reaſon for Things fo. abfard as theſe”? 
The Papiſts anſwer} Ves, the Wores” 
te of the Lord Jeſus are plain, This 4s 


te my Body, and this Cup is my Blood, We 
aq 40 not act like Chiiſtians, if we deny. 


the Truth of all that he has ſaid.”* 
But to this it may be replied, That wwe Tl 
ce are indeed to the Words of our .i 


e Lord but they are not to be under. 
* ftood in a iteral, but a figurative Senſe. 


% ae as when 1 aid Her the uo, 


= Wie not hah they any Chriſtian to Mt Work 
** Chriſt's Words to his own Senſes or Rea/on for the ex- 
* amining the Truth of what he has faid, but rather 
„to ſubmit his Sex/es and Reafon to Chriſt's Words in 


* Obſequiouſneſs of Faith.” A Papiſft n, and 


repreſented, p- 10. 
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% This is my Body, he delgned no more 
than to lead his Diſciples to conſidar 
it as ſignifying his Body; ſo we are 
alſo to think; that in ſaying of the Ch, 
* This is my Blood, he meant no more 
** than if he had faid, Look aon this as 
« An ging n Blood.” ww. 

The Papiſts admit of one 71 
in the Words, that of the Cup, for the Wine 
contained in it; and we plead for another, 


18 that. of the Sip gu, for the Thing fig nifed; 


and it is hard to fay which of ele Figures 
of Speech is the moſt common. The 
plain Abſurdity that there is in the literal 
Senſe, that is, the Abſurdity of ſuppoſing 
that the Cup, becomes Blood, and that we 
are to drink the Cup, forces them to give 


up lar, and fly to the figuratroe.Senfe. 
And in like Manner the plain Abſurdity of 
= oppoſing that a Wafer or a Piece of "Bread 


may be the Body of a Man, and a little 
Wine his Blood; and the plain Abſur- 

- dity alſo of ſuppoſing that we may eat 
his Body and drink his Blood, while 
we ſee him alive, whole and unbroken 
before us, and while, as I may add, agree - 
ably to what has been ſaid, our Senſes . 


aſſure 


($43: 
aſſure us that that which we eat and 
drink is no other than Bread and Wine. 
"Theſe plain Abſurdities, I ſay, force us to 
give up the iteral Senſe of Chriſt's Words, 
This Bread is my Body, and this Cup, or 
this Wine is my Blood, and to fly to their 
figurative Senſe, and underſtand them as 
meaning no more than that the Bread and 
the Wine are to be conſidered as Symbols 

or W of his __— and Blood. 


44 | 
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SzcTion III. 


The Blod f the New qu 


2 , our Bleſſed Savi Jur beaches 
us, by the Bread broken, that he ſuf- 
fered and died for us; then he repeateth 
and confirmeth the fame by the Wine 
in the Cup, the Symbol of his Blood, 
which he ſhed for us: And bere he 
leadeth our Thoughts to the New Cove- 
nant, as the Srand Fruit of his Sufferings 
and Death. And we are now to obſerve _ 
that God ſo loved the World, as to give 
11 Son to offer up himſelf a propitiatory 


Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice to declare his Righteouſneſs, that 
be might be jut, Rom. iii. 25. and yet 
make a Covenant of Peace and Friend- 
ſhip with ſuch ſinful Creatures as we are, 
even every one that believeth in Jeſs. 
2. Chriſt's Blood being ſhed far this 
Puree er 1. Will of Gad and 
our Father, Gal. and agreeably to 
his Compact xx hy him, Heb. x. 5, &c. 
we may reaſonably | upon it as the 
Baſis or Foundation of God's Covenant 
with us. And finee that which our Sa- 
viour has done is ſufficient to anſwer. this 
_ End, (as „ eg from his raiſing of him 
from the Dead, and receiving him up 
into Glory) we "may juſtly ſay, that the 
Foundation of this Covenant is fare. And 
for this Reaſon we may alſo ſpeak of his 
Blood as the Seal of this Covenant. And 
it is certain that-no Hgning and ſealing of 
a Deed:can do more to ratify and confirm 
it, or to ſatisfy thoſe to whom it is given, 


that every Article in it ſhall be performed, 


tnan the Bload of amd does to aſſure us 
that God will act in every Reſpect agree- 
ably to his Covenant. 1 4 this our Bleſ- 
fed. Saur may claim as a Debt _ to 
3 IM 


[ 83 ] 
Him on the Account of his Sufferings and 
Death. This therefore the Farthfulneſs = 
and Juſtice of Bod may incourage us to 
look for. See 1 John i. 9. 5 
3. Many are the Bleſſings ſpoken of * 
this ng > but I. ſhall only obſerve, 
in the general, that the exceeding great 
and precious Promiſes, which God has given 
us in his Word, are as ſo many Articles in 
his Covenant, to the Prat of which 
the is, binding, himſelf; and that from con- 
ſidering their Nature and Extent, we may 
| ſee the Blefiſedneſs of thoſe who have him 
in Covenant with them. And well may 
it be faid, Happy is that People t het | 
fach a Caſe ; yet, gf wp is that People whoſe 
God is the Lord, Pſalm cxliv, 15, For what 


ſhall we ſey to theſe Things, if God be r. 


ut, if the Almighty hath made a . 
of Peace and Friendſhip-with: us, 0 

be againf} 784 Rom. vu; 31. 3 Vt 1a 
they fear who have Him for their Sun and 
Shield ; and are aſſured that He will give 
them Grace and Glory, and with-hold na + 
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szeri0on IV. 


And this Cup is the New Covenant. in my | 
| Bledd. | b 


1. If me of the Sacred Writers bad 
3 us that our Lord had ſaid, This Cup 
s my Blood of the New Covenant, and 
wihers, that he took the Cup, ſaying, Tit 
bY is the New Covenant, and, if they 
had added no more, there would not have 


deen the leaſt Colour of Reaſon for think- 


ing any other than that he delivered both 
theſe Propoſitions. But, This is ny Blood 
of the New Covenant, and This is the New 
Covenant in my Blood, being much the 
ſame Words, in a different Poſition, ſeve- 

ral conſiderable Authors * have taken it 
for granted that but one of theſe was uſed, 
4 ſince they both tend to the ſame End, 
and defign the fame Thing. But I 
cannot be of their Mind, becauſe theſc 


3 „. Works, Val. I p. 176. PatricÞ's Men/e 
' Myſtica, p. 75. Plain Account, p 16. RN. 5 


Har mom, Vol. I. p. 44 5 
two | 


- [ 87.] 
two Propoſitions ſeem to me to give us 
different Notions of the Cup, and to an- 
ſwer very different Purpoſes : For in the 
former our Saviour directs us to conſider 
the Cup as his Blood, This is my 
Blood; and in the latter he ſpeaks of it 
as the New Covenant, This Cup is the 
| New Covenant : And in. that his Blood is 
repreſented as the Foundation of the New 


Covebant: But in bie he leads us, as we 


ſhall ſee, to look upon the Cup as the 
Token and Seal of this Covenant. | 

2. The Cup is here declared to be the 
New Covenant as expreſſly as the Bread is 
declared to be Chriſt's s Body, or the Wine 
his Blood . And yet it is allowed by all 
not to be In itſelf the New Covenant, 
nor to be tranſubſtantiated or changed 
into the New Covenant. In this Caſe 
we have free Liberty given us to under- 
ſand the Words of our Lord in a fgura- 
tive Senſe, to avdid the Abſurdity of their 
Atera! Senſe.” And for the fame Reaſon 
we ſhould take the like Liberty as to other 
Expreſſions : For it is not more _—_— to 


* Plain Account, p. 1 7. 
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88 
foppoſe that the Cup is changed into the 
New Covenant, than to ſay that the Bread 
is changed into the very Body of Chriſt, 
or that the Wine, literally ſpeaking, 1s his 
avert . 
| When God inſtituted an en 


1 he fake of that Ordinance in this Manner, 


JTbis is my Covenant, meaning that it was 
the Token and Seal of his Covenant, as is 
plain from Gen. xvii, 10, 11. Nom. iv. 11. 
And when our Lord ſaid of the Sacra- 
mental Cup, This is tbe New Covenant, 

why ſhould we not put the like Conftruc- 
tion upon his Words, and ſuppoſe that 
they are as much as to fay, 7 "This is the 
appointed Token and Seal f the New (“-. 
nant, And as God firft pake of eſtabliſh- 
ing his Covenant with Abrabam and his 
Seed, and ther took notice of the Seal of 

bis Covenant, ſo our Saviour does the like, 


for he ff directs his Diſciples to conſider 


the New Covenant as the Fruit of his 
Blood, and then lets them know that he 
bad appointed the Cup to be the Token 
75 Seal of it. — 


The Cup may v well * called the 
Token of the New n becauſe it is 
I | {et 
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; ſet before our Eyes to preſent the New: 
Covenant to our Minds. And this being, 
as we have ſeen, no other than the Pro- 
miſes of God, or the gracious Declarations 
of his Word, the Cup, as the Token of the 
New Covenant, is to lead our Thoughts 
to theſe Things, s. When therefore it is 
about to be preſented to us, it will be 
proper for us to make ſuch of the Pro- 
miſes the Subject of our Meditation as are 
moſt ſuitable to our Circumſtances. 
F. And as the Sacramental Cup ſhould 
| lead our Thoughts to the Promiſes and 
gracious Declarations of the Word, which 
ſet before us the Bleſſings of the New 
Covenant, ſo we ſhould al conſider 3 it as 
ſerving like a Seal to aſſure us that every 
Article of this Covenant ſhall certainly 
be made good. For. although the New 
Covenant is in Chriſt's Blood, and his: 
Blood as ſhed for us (or in other Words, 
His Sufferings and Death) is the Seal, as. 
well as the Foundation of this Covenant, 
yet as the Cup is here called the New 
Covenant, becauſe it is appointed to be 
the Token of the New Covenant, ſo it 
rg dh alſo be called the Seat of this Cove 
IS. & +>. an 


9 . 
nant, becauſe it is alſo appointed to be 
2 Token of that Blood which is the Seal 
0 it. | 
6. Is it ſaid, but What Occafion was 

there for inſtituting a Rite to ſatisfy us 
that God will make good all the Promiſes 
of his Word, when we may depend upon 
bis Veracity : Faithful is He that prom: 
* x. 23. who alſo will do it, 1 Thel 
He cannot deny bimſelf, 2 Tim. ii. 
1 4 It may be ſufficient to anſwer, that 
knowing and pitying our Weakneſs, and 
being willing mare abundantly to ſhew us the 
3 3 of bis Counſel, _—_ they might 
bave 4. ſtrong Conſolation, whole chief Con- 
cern it is to enjoy the Bleſſings of the New 
Covenant, He makes uſe of this as a 


1 Means to beth our Unbebef and incourage 


our Faith and Hope in his Word. See 
Heb, vi. 18. 

F. As every Communicant is to look 
upon the Blood of Jeſus as the Seal of 
the New Covenant, and to think that his 

Blood being ſhed, all the Promiſes of God 


in Him are yea, and i in Him mm a Cort. .- 


20. and as he is to confider the Cup, the 
| Ha of this e as the appointed * 


; 
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of this 8 that is, as confirming 
theſe Promiſes, or as deſigned to give us 
full Satisfaction that every one of them 
ſhall certainly be performed, fo. it ought 
to be obſerved, that there is no. other 
Seriſe in which any of the Cammunicants 
are to think that the Cup is the Seal of 
the New Covenant. 
8. Some may ſuppoſe chat the Gans 
ing of the Cup as the Seal of the New 
Covenant to all the Communicants, gives - 
Incouragement to the vain Hopes of thoſe 


among them, who are wicked, and who 


conclude with themſelves that they are in 
a State of Grace and Salvation, becauſe in 
receiving the Sacrament they receive the 
Seal of the New, Covenant. But, I think, 
I have ſufficiently guarded againſt this, by 
_ obſerving, that the Promiſes of the Word 


are all that God ſeals in the Sacrament, 


For unleſs you ſuppoſe that theſe Promiſes 
have a Tendency to incourage ſuch Hopes 
in the wicked Communicants, the ſealing 
of them, or aſſuring us that God will act 


agreeably to them, cannot juſtly be faid _ 


tor have any ſuch Tendency. And indeed 
it bad. effectually prevented their falling 


. 


inta 
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| Into this d:ngerons and often fatal Miſtake, 
if they had but ſeriouſly conſidered, that as 
the plain Language of God in his Word, 
There is no Peace to the Wicked, Iſa. will. 
21. is no ways contradicted by his Pro- 
miſes; ſo there is no Colour of Reaſon 


ment ſpeaks any thing contrary to this. 


Language, becauſe it only ſerves to con- 


firm the Promiſes. 
9. And as this Notion of the Cup gives. 


no Incouragement to the vain Hopes of 


the wicked Communicants, ſo it is certain- 


ly very proper to give the truly P:ouf* all 
the Comfort they can reaſonably deſire, 


| For as the Promiſes of the Word do aſſure 


them that the Lord is their God, and 
that all the Heſſings of the New Cove- 


nant are theirs ;. ſo the Cup, as the Seal 


of this Covenant, does aptly ſerve to in- 
courage their Faith and Hope in theſe 
Promiſes, and may well be conſidered as 
giving them the ſame Aſſurance. = 
10. Let every Communicant elle 
take to himſelf that Portion of the Word 
and Promiſe that belongs to him, and no 


. W Conſequence will follow from his look- 
ing 


For fancying that the Cup in the Sacra- 
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ing on the Sacramental Cup as the Seal 
of it. So far from this, that the con- 
ſidering it under this Notion may be of 
great Service unto all: For Inſtance, it 
may invite and incourage a wicked Perſon 
to forſake bis evil May and unrigbteous 
Thoughts, and return unto the Lord; and 
it may alſo ſhew him the Neceſſity of this, 
to obſerve, that as God calls on him to act 
in this Manner, ſo He aſſures him, not 


only in his Word, but by the Sacramenta!l 


Cup, that thus doing He will have Mercy 
| jw. bim, and abundantly pardon, Iſa. lv. 7. 
And what can do more to fill the Soul of 
a pious Communicant with Love to God 
and Zeal for his Service, than to thin 
that as He declares in his Word that He 

has made with him an everlaſting Cove-' 
nant, Iſa. lv. 3. ſo He alſo ſets the Cup 
before him, and preſents it to him as the 
Seal of this Bleſſedneſs? And ſurely. the - 
amazing Love and Grace: of that is 
herein diſplayed, ſhould in Reaſon con- 
ſtrain us all to enter into, or renew a 
Covenant with Him; that we will be is 85 
| _— and Servants, 3 
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11. But this leads me to obſerve, that 
a Covenant being a mutual Engagement 
between the Parties concerned, who enter 
into Bonds, or come under an Obligation 
to each other, the ſigning and ſealing of 
the Covenant is to be conſidered as the Act 
of theſe Parties. As therefore the giving 
of the Cup is to be looked upon as the 
Token and Seal of God's covenanting with 
us, ſo our receiving of it is to be conſider- 
ed as the Token and Seal of ow covenant- 
ing with God, that is, as the Token and 
Seal of our ſolemnly engaging, that we 

will be Hic, and will live in his Service. 
12. I only add, that it is with great 
Propriety that fe giving of the Wine as 
the Symbol of the Blood of Jeſus, is made 
the Seal of God's covenanting with us; 
and that our receiving of it under this 
Notion, is to be the Seal of our covenant- 
ing with God. For as this tends to raiſe 
in us a full Perſuaſion of his acting agree- 
ably to his Covenant with us, ſo it alſo 
tends to conſtrain us to make good our 
Engagements unto Him. Can any 
FThing be conceived more awful and 
5 N binding 
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© binding than a Covenant 0 tranſ- 
« acted?” * 


SECT1oN V. 


' My Blood, which is ſhed for you and” 
. fer many 5 i 
ene As the Wine in the Cup, the m 
bol of the Blood of Jeſus, preſents it to 
our Minds as fed, ſo it ought to be ob- 
ſerved that the ſhedding of his Blood was 
ſo remarkable a . of his Suf- 
ferings and Death, that, like the breaking 
of his Body, it may very well be put for 
the Whole. We may therefore ſay that 
this as well as that, ſets Chr ft before us 
at cruciſed. 
7 2. And as when our Lord « gave the 
Btead to his Diſciples, he took Notice of 
the Intereſt, or Concern, that they had in 
his broken Body, of which it was the 
appointed Ws: obſerving, that it 2vgs 
| r 3 1210 as 4 the like, 0 on 


4144 14 1 52 


W 


his giving them the Cup, the Syr abol of 
the Blood, which he ſhed ; for he tells 


them, that it was ſhed for them; and not 
for them alone, but for many others; for 
Gentiles, as well as Jeus, even all that 
ſhall believe on him, John xvii. 20. That 


whoſoe ver believeth in him Should not periſh, 


but have everlaſting Life, John iii. 16. 


3. As therefore Fojeph ſpake of the 


Kine and Bars of Corn in Pharaoh's Dream, 
as being one, Gen. xli. 26. ſo we may 
ſpeak of the Bread and the Wine in the 


Sacrament ; thus far they are both one; 


both tend to the ſame End, and anſwer 
the fame Purpoſe, Both are the Symbols 
of a crucified Jeſus.” Both ſet. him before 
us as crucified for ts ; and both are given 


us to invite and incourage us to look to 
him, and depend upon him for all the 


_ Fruits of his Sufferings and Death. 
| And if it be ' faid, . But why 
15 ſhould the Symbol of one and the ſame 


Thing be doubled? why ſhould our 


Lord ſet it again before us? why 
*© ſhould he ſpeak of it a ſecond time? 


It may be /aid in Anſwer, That this 
hrs may be done to lead us to conſider it 
| as 


. 
as a matter of the utmoſt mess ta 
us, and to ſhew us that he would by all 
Means engage our Attention to it. And 
indeed, what is there of greater Concern to ; 
us than this, that Chriſt gave himſelf to 
ſoffer and die for us, that believing in bim, 7 
we may have Life cbrough bis Name! Well 
may he, once and again, call and invite us 
to faith | in Him ſelf, when, as was obſerv'd, 
this Faith is abſolutely neceſſary, as to 
the right receiving of the Sacratnent, fo 
likewiſe to our eternal Bleſſedneſs. 
5. Beſides, there is no Method more pro- 
per than this, which our bleſſed Saviour has 
taken to remove all our Doubts and Fears 
as to his Love to us, and our Intereſt in 
his Sufferings and Death, and to lead us to 
look on this as 4 ; faithful Saying, and vor- 
thy. of oll Acceplation, that He came into 
<, World, and was crucified for us that 
we might be ſaved. How can we call 
this in Queſtion, when we obſerve that im 
the Sacrament he gives us not only one, 
but another Token and Pledge of it. | 
6. Some of the Communicants, it m: 
be, when taking and eating af the Bread 
lay in their Hearts, Alas? we fear that 


© 2 we 
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we have 10 Part nor Lot in this Saviour; 
3 1s not for us to truſt in him for Salvati- | 
on“; but as if compaſſionating their Caſe, 
and — to comfort them, He repeats 
the Aſſurance of this, that He was cruci- 
fied for them in ſetting the Cup before 
them, and preſenting them with it, as the 
Symbol of his Blood ſhed for them. 

And as to others who may ſay, 
« Lord we believe, we believe that thou 
. haſt loved us, and haſt given thy ſelf for 
us, and we receive this Bread as what thou 
giveſt us to encourage us to receive Thee 
by Faith as our Lord and Saviour, They 
may ſee Reaſon to add, Help thou our un- 


belief; Lord, increaſe our Faith”, And 


what more proper to anſwer this End and 
to ſtrengthen their Hope and their Truſt 
in Chriſt than this, his aſſuring them 
that He hath appointed the Cup to be 
a freſh Token of his Sufferings for them, 


and his commanding them to receive it 
a5 ſuch. 


4 
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rn 
For the Remiſſion of Sins. 


When our Lord gave his Diigles the 
Bread, the Token of his Body, he only 
to'd them, in the general, that it was grzven 
and broken for them; that is, for their Be- 
nefit ; but now he comes to give them the 
Cup, the Token of his Blood, as he tells 
them that it was ſhed for them, ſo he like- 


wiſe takes Notice of its being "ſhed for this 


End in particular, that he mi gbt procure for 
* them the Remiſſion of Sins. 


Remi 


i/fion of Sins; the Fruit of Chriſt's 
ſhedding of his Blood, or the Effet of 


his Sufferings and Death, need not be 4 2 


ken in its moſt ſtrict and proper Senſe, 


meaning no more than the bare joe Fm _ 


of a Criminal, or delivering him from the 


_ condemning Sentence of the Law, but ra- 


ther as being the ſame. with that Redemp- 


tion which we have through the Blood of 


fe Nas, E to the Riches of DIS 1 * 


2. The Bleſſing here ſpoken of, tbe 


+ — 
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Eph. i. 7. or, as taking i in all the ung 

for which he ſuffered and died. 
3. And yet it is not without Reaſon 
that he mentions his in particular, and 
would fix the Eyes of the Communicants 
upon it; for he ſpeaks of his Blood, as tbe 
1 Bleed of the New Covenant ; and be pre- 
ſents the Cup to us not only as the 
Token of his Blood, but alſo as the Token 
. and Seal of this Covenant, and nothing 
can do more to encourage us to receive it 
under this Notion, than to conſider that it 
is. ted for us, for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
. Sins in the general are here ſpoken 
of, and conſequently all Sins muſt be in- 
| tended. Have our Sins therefore been ever 
ſo many, and ever ſo heinous, . we ſhould 
not ſay, alas ! for us there is no Hope ! but 
think with ourſelves that we are invited to 
the Table of our Lord, and that as he 
there offers us his Body, as given and bro- 
ken for us, and calls us to eat Bread in 
Token of our receiving him by Faith as 
our Lord and Saviour; ſo he there aſſures 
us, that out of a Regard to his Blood, 
God is willing to make a new Covenant 
with us; nay, and that the Wine, the Re- 
preſentative 


( 


preſentative of this Blood, is given us as the 
Seal of this Covenant on the Part of God ; 
and from this it follows, as we ſhall ſee 
under the next Section, that our receiving 
of it is to be the Token of our thankful 
Acceptance of this Covenant, and of our 
bringing ourſelves under the moſt folemn 
Engagements to God that we will be his 
Servants. 
5. Whereas e ſome of the 
Communicants may thus ſpeak within 


themſelves ; & But alas! we have ſinned 


and rebelled againſt the Lord, and is it for 
us to look for ſuch a Favour as this, the 
having him for our God in Covenant?” This 
may do ſomething to give them Relief and 
Comfort, The Blood of Feſus Chrift his 
Son Was ſhed for the Remiſjion of Sins to 
waſh (Rev. 1. 5.) and cleanſe us from all 
Sin, 1 John i. 7. and remove that, which 
is the only Thing, that can be ſuppoſed 
to hinder the Favour of God from flow- 
ing to us in a full ſtream. But this may 
lead me to obſerve, 

6. This, the ſhedding of " Chriſt's 

Blood, or his ſuffering and dying for us, 

for the Remiſſion of Sins, as it was the 
13 a 


— 
laſt, and the moſt difficult Part of his un- 
dertaking, ſo it was the crowning and 

compleating of the whole. Agreeably we 
find, that when upon the Croſs, he was 

juſt about to expire, or give up his Spirit, 
bowing his Head, he ſaid, 1“ is finiſhed. 
John ix. 30. And as in Token of his 
full Hope and Confidence of Acceptance 
with God, He cried with a loud Voice, and 
faid, Father into thine Hands I commit my 
Spirit, Luke xxiii. 46. So there is abun- 
dant Reaſon to conclude that God was 
well pleaſed, fully ſatisfied with that 
which our bleſſed Saviour had done, be- 
cauſe he bath highly exalted him, and given 
bim a Name, which is above every Name, 
that at the name of Feſus every. Knee ſhould 
bow, Phil. ii. 9, 10. And becauſe be is entered 
into the Holy Place, Heaven itſelf, with 
bis. Blood there to appear in the Preſence of 
God for us, Heb. ix. 12, 24. And ever 
tives to make interceſſion for us. Heb, vii. 
25, Let theſe Things be conſidered, and 


At will be ſeen that a ſolid Foundation is 
laid for our Hope and Truſt in Chriſt; and 
that we may be fully aſſured, that be js able 
ag te V 
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fo fave to the uttermoſt, all them that come 
unto God by him, Heb. vii. 25. I 

1 


serien vn. 


And gave it unto them, \ſining, Drink . all 


Ba: * As that, which ourLond hell ER 

given to his Diſciples was no other than 
Bread broken, ſo. this, which he is NOW 
putting into their Hands, is no other than 

Mine poured into the Cup. But that we 

may know what Act or Act, of our 
Minds ſhould: attend the receiving of it, 

we are not to conſider what it is in its own 
Nature, but what it is made to ſignify, by 
Virtue of his Ordinance or Inſtitution, _ 

2. Had bis therefore been all that 

he had ſaid of the Cup, This is my Blood 

which is ſbed for you; as it would only 

have ſerv'd, like the Bread, to have fet 

| Chriſt before us, as crucified for us; fo 
like that, it would only have called for 


our Faith in him, And then the givin 
p of the Cup would have tended to no other 
0 End than the giving of tho Brat. 


3. But 


==... 2 
But we find that our Lord has alſo 
| ſpoken of the Cup as the new Covenant in 


to the Cup, we may reaſonably ſay, that 


have in our Eye in receiving it. 
When therefore the Cup is about to 
be put into our Hands, it will be proper 
for us to conſider our bleſſed Saviour, as 
the Mediator of the New Covenant, and 


he has done all that which was neceſſary 
to reconcile God to us, his ſinful and 
rebellious Creatures; ſo that now he may 
be juſt, Rom. iii. 26. and yet enter into 


all the Articles of this Covenant, are drawn, 
f and ſigned and ſealed as it were in this 


com pleat the bleſſed Work, but our ac- 


and to this he calls and invites us. 


deed? 2 Chron. vi. 18. Is there any 
Ground for the raviſhing Thought, that the 
wad God, the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, 


3 


"1 


bis Blood; and this Notion being peculiar 


this is that which we are principally to 


as aſſuring us that, having ſhed his Blood, 


the New Covenant with us; nay, and that 


Blood, ſo that nothing elſe is wanting to 


cepting, ſigning, and ſcaling of the ſame; 


. Fhis is ſo amazing, that we may 
well be crying out, Bug is it ſo in very 


7 ff 
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Earth, will make a Covenant of Peace 
and Friendſhip with us; with us, who by 
our Sins have brought ourſelyes under the 
Curſe of his righteous Law ?. Is it for con- 
demned Criminals to look for ſuch an high 
Privilege as this? When we conſider what 
we are, and how ill we have carried -it 
towards our Maker, what Reaſon have 
we to fear that he will deal with us as 
with the Angels that ſinned, whomhe cat 
down to Hell, and deli vered into Chains' of 
Darkneſs, to be reſerved unto Fudgment, 
2 Pet. ii. 4. Well might there remain 4:0 
. Sacrifice. for our Sins, but a certain fearful 
looking for "of Fudgment and fiery Indig- 
nation, which ſhall drvour the Adverſaries, 
Heb. x. 26, 27. Well might Shame and 
Confuſion for ever cover: us.” But now, as if 
it were to obviate, or ſilence our Fears, and 
give us to hope for this Bleſſedneſs, as our 
compaſſionate Redeemer here ſpeaks * 
his Blood as the Foundation and Seal, a 
well as Token of the New Covenant, fo 
he. alſo tells us that it was ſhed for us for the 
Remiſſion of Sinn. 

6. Being filled therefore with a Senſe * 
our Obligations to God for the unſpeakable | 


gife 


—— en 
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- gift of his Love, the gift of his Son; and 
building all our Hopes on his Sufferings 
and Death, we ſhould chearfully and 
thankfully receive the Cup in Token of 


our hearty Acceptance of God's offered 


Grace, and of our ſolemnly engaging that 
we will be his, and will ſpend all our Days 
in his Service. . 
7. To this the Riches of the Grace of 
God in his Kindneſs towards us through 
Jeſus Chrift, ſhou'd in Reaſon conſtrain us. 
And what more evident than that this 48 
abſolutely neceflary to our Happineſs ? 
For a Covenant being, as was obſerv'd, 
(Scr. iv. x.) a mutual Engagement be- 
tween the Parties concern'd, who enter 
into Bonds, or come under an Obligation 
to each other, it cannot be ſuppoſed that 
the Lord ſhou'd be a God in Covenant 
with thoſe who do not covenant with 
him. Beſides, we ſee that the Bleſſings of 
the New Covenant are all along ſpoken of 
in Scripture, as the Portion not of thoſe 
who are Enemies unto God, but of ſuch 
only as are his People and Servants, 
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SECT 10N VIIL 


| This do in Remembrance of Me : This dv ye 


as oft as ye drink ts in Remembrance " 
of Me. 


* 1. If this do meant no more than the 
bare eating the Bread, and drinking of 
the Wine, the latter of the Sentences at 

we head of this Section, which relates to 

? | the Cup, wou'd have been 4 Tautology, 

„and the fame as to ſay, This do as oft as 

r 

n 


ye do it. But our Lord does here evident- 
ly command his Diſciples not only to eat 
Bread and drink Wine, but to do it in a 
it Manner agreeable to all that which he had 
it faid and done in their Preſence, that is, to 
h break the Bread, and to take and eat it 
of when broken, as ſignifying his Body given 
of and broken for them; and to drink of the 
ſe Wine in the Cup, as ; ſignifying his Blood, 
ch the Blood of the New Covenant; and as 
ſignifying alſo the New Covenant in his 
| Blood ſhedfor them, and for many, for the | 
T. Remiſſion of Sins; and, after his Exanz- 
ple, to pray to God with Thankſgiving, as 
on 


5 


Les) 
on the ſolemn taking of the Bread, ſo like- 
wiſe on taking of the Cup. 

2. Many Writers have confidered theſe 
two Paſſages as 4 Direction to the Com- 
municants to remember Chriſt. But al- 
though I freely own that it is their Duty to 
remember him, and that it is to no Pur- 


poſe to eat Bread, and drink Wine at his 


Table without a ſerious Remembrance of 
him ; yet 1 ſee no Reaſon to think that he 
here directs his Diſciples to ils Duty; 


becauſe after all that had paſſed, ſuch a 
Direction would have been altogether need- 
leſs. For Perſons of Knowledge and Un- 


derſtanding, can't eaſily hear that which is 
ſaid of the Bread, and of the Cup, and at- 
tend to the Prayers made upon this Occa- 
_ without remembring Chriſt, 
But as he might very properly give 


Order to his Diſciples to obſerve the Or- 
dinance he had juſt inſtituted, ſo it was 
likewiſe very proper for him to let them 


know, at the ſame Time for what Reaſon 


he gave them that Order; and both theſe 


Things are done in the Sentences we now 


conſider. For, firſt, our Lord commands 


bis Diſciples not only to eat Bread and 


drink 
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drink Wine, but to do it as was ſaid in a 
Manner agreeable to his Inſtitution; and 
then he acquaints them with the Reaſon 
of his appointing theſe Rites, viz. the 
keeping up the Remembrance of him in the 
World: A Reaſon that obliges Chriſtians 
in all Ages to obferve them. © 
4. As therefore the Paſſover was to the 
Children of Trae! for à Memorial of the 
Lord's paſſing over their Houſes, Exod. xii. 
14, 27. when He ſinote Egypt in their 
Firſt-born, and brought out his People from 
among them witha ſtrong Hand and a ftretch-- 
ed out Arm; ſo the Lord's Supper is ap- 
pointed to be to us for a Memorial of our” 
Saviour, and his ſuffering and dying for us 
on the Croſs, that he might deliver us from 
Sin, from Death and Hell, and make us 
bleſſed for ever. It is as a Pillar, or Mo- 
nument, which he himſelf hath ſet up in 
his Church, and which he would have to 
continue therein till the Time of his com- 
ing to judge the World, that his Name 
may endure for ever, and the Remembrance 
„ him, and of his Love anto all Genera- 
tions. ; | 


K . „ 


— 
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* And as the very Sight of a Monu- 


ment, if we are before acquainted with the 
Occaſion of its being erected, is ſufficient 
to lead our Thoughts to thoſe Things, 
the Memory of which it is deſigned to 
| preſerve, and as it cannot well be but that 
we muſt think on them, when we read, 
or hear that which is inſcribed upon it, ſo 
the very Sight of the Bread and the Cup at 
the Lord's Table, if wer are before ac- 
quainted with the Occaſion of their being 
ſet upon it, is ſufficient to lead our Thoughts 


to bim; and 5 it cannot well be, but that 


we muſt think on him, when we read, 
or hear that which is as it were inſcribed 


on the Bread and on the Cup, or written 


concerning them: And when theſe Words 


have been juſt pronounced, Zhis Bread is 
Chrift's Body, which is given and broken for 


vo; and this Cup is Chriſt's Blood of the 


New Covenant, and the New Covenant in 
his Blood ſhed for you, and for many for the 


Remiſſion of Sins; ſurely there is not the 
leaſt neceſſity, or it muſt be in vain, to 


call on the Communicants to remember 


him. 


6.1 


D end. A a) Wet oat. ee od; of co Pty” AY own 


|  - mer if 

6. I only add here, That ſome think 
that the original Words may be thus ren- 
der'd, this do for my Memorial; and that, 
as the Rainbow was appointed to put (C Cod 
in Remembrance, ſo the Lord's Supper was 
inſtituted, and we are commanded to ob- 
ſerve it to put Chriſt in Remembrance ux. 
But there is this Difference in the two 
Caſes. We are told that the Rainbow is to 
ur God in Remembrance of the Covenant, 

e was pleaſed to make with all Fleſh, that 
he would not any more deſtroy the Earth 
with a Flood, Gen. ix. 16. But no Inti- 
mation is given us of any Thing that the 
Sacrament is to put Chriſt in Remem- 
brance of. But be this as it will, the 
Notion of this Ordinance, that it is as a 
Monument to preſerve the Remembrance 
of him, is no ways affected by it : For as 
the Bow in the Cloud not only ſerves to put 
God in Remembrance of his Covenant, 
but to keep up the Remembrance of it a- 
mong Men, ſo whatever that be which 
this Inſtitution is to put Chriſt in Remem- 
brance of, it is not the leſs proper to mw 


2 | . Holloway's Commemorative Sacrifice, p. 15. 
52 K 2 ſerve 
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ſerve the Remembrance of Him and his 


Sufferings, and dying for us. 


SECTION IX. 


Aud they all drank of it. 


1. Had our Lord {aid no more as to 


the Cup, than he ſpake with Reſpe to 


the Bread, this do in Remembrance of me; 
we might reaſonably have underſtood him, 
as commanding his Diſciples to drink of the 
Cup, as well as to eat the Bread, ina 
Manner agreeable to his Ordinance, _ But 


knowing that, in Time to come, many of 
the Communicants would fatisfy them- 


ſelves with the bare eating and drinking in 
bis Preſence, Luke xiii. 26. as a Means 


proper to prevent this Evil, which may 


prove of fatal Conſequence to ſuch as are 
| uilty of it 5 He adds, as oft as ye drink 1 t, 
Words that evidently teach us, as we have 


ſeen, SecrT, VIII. 1. that when drink- 


ing of the Cup we are to have an Eye to 
the Inſtitution, and to ſee that we exactly 
obſerve it and this may lead us to con- 
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clade that we are to do the ſame when eat 
ing the Bread. 

„ thus it is as to this, which we 
are now to conſider, the expreſs Notice that 
is taken of the Diſciples drinking of the 
Cup. It is not ſaid that they did all eat of 
the Bread, and yet we cannot but think 
that they did all eat of it. And we might 
reaſonably have thought that they all drank 
of the Cup, had this alſo been paſt over 
in Silence. But #nown unto God are all his 
Works, from the Beginning of the World. 
And things that to us are future and to 
come in far diſtant Ages, are all preſent 
unto him; and as he forefaw that ſome 
-would ariſe who would interpret the 
Words, this do ye, when ſpoken with re- 
ference to the Cup, as not being a Com- 
mand to drink of i“, and who agreeably 
to this would refuſe giving it to the great- 
eſt Part of the Communicants; ſo, as if it 
were to ſhew that, all have a Right to it, 2 


- ® Hac igitur Parte non continetur Preeceptum ficiends,. 
i eſt, de Calice bibendi. E/ixs in 1 Cor. xi. 25. De 
: Communione corporis et Sanguinis Chriſti Sub utraque 
Specie nullum extat omnino . Ritus —_ 
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and to embolden them to inſiſt on their 
Right, one of the inſpired Writers of the 
Hiſtory of the Inſtitution of the Lord's 
Supper was moved, as we ſee, to leave 
this upon Record, that they all drank of it. 
3. We may therefore oppoſe, not only 


the Precept of Chriſt, but the Example 


of his Diſciples to the general Practice of 
the Papiſts® in withholding the Cup from 
the Laity, and all others but the Prieft 
who conſecrates it. As our Lord faid of 
the Bread, tate, eat, ſo he ſaid of the 
Cup drink ye all of it, and ſince it is evi- 
dent from the Carriage of his Apoſtles that 
they look d upon his Precept to be as bind- 
ing in one Caſe, as it was in the other, 
why ſhou'd not we alſo do the ſame? 
4. Befides, if we conſider the Meaning 
of thefe Rites, it will appear that the 
 erinking of the Cup is more neceſſary. than 
the eating of the Bread. For the Cup ſets 
Chriſt before us as crucified for us, as well 
as the Bread, and like that calls for our 


„ The King of Bande may receive the Cup at his 


Corona tion, and fame others have this Privilege. Ritus 
Keclefie Laudunenfis, p. 641. GM. l 
Fe a ds Faith 


TAS 
Faith in him. But it cannot be ſaid of the 
Bread, as it may of the Cup, that it ſets: 
the New Covenant alſo before us; and that 
it calls for our Faith in Chriſt to diſpoſe 
us with the greater Readineſs and Chear- 
fulnefs of Mind to accept. of 2 gra- 
cious Offer of being our God, in Cove- 
nant with us, and to conſtrain 1 oy to bind 
ourſelves in a ſolemn Covenant unto him; 
and to lead us to do it in ſuch a Manner 
as that we may be ſure of finding Favour 
in his Sighgt. 4 
Had our bleſſed Saviour appointed 
the Cup with no other View than to ſtir 
us up to a Repetition of that Faith in him 
as crucified for us, which we ate to ex- 
erciſe when taking and eating of the Bread, 
it wou'd have been our Duty to have com- 
plied with his Inſtitution; but when he 
1 appointed it- not only for that _ mi 
poſe ; but alſo to encourage and engage | 
to covenant with the Lord, that he hal WI 
be our God, and that we will be his | 
People and Servants, we ſhould be ſo far 
ſrom thinking it needleſs to teceive the lf 
N that we „small rather look upon the || 


receiving 


: 
Fi 
. 
' 
T 
. 
: 
: 
$4 
Fi 
: 
: 
: 
TW 
14 
1 
F 
31 ; 
1 
it 
; 
: 
| 
: 


* — uy LY — — 
AD - — * —— x — — — 11 
. ů ——— — 
—— — 
. _ SES ** = 


- 
5 . Cas 1 6 
— — . ————— Ao i 
P ˙» ⁰˙¹Ä AP? Ts 


1 116 ] 

i it as a Matter of even greater Im. 
nce tous, than the eating of the Bread. 

. 6. I ſhall therefore put an End to the 

Review of this Inſtitution, with obſerv- 


ing, that the Reaſons for giving the Cup 


to every Communicant are ſo plain and 


convincing, that it is really amazing that 


any ſhould ever entertain a Thought, that 
the Prieſt alone is to receive it. So that 
we may ſay of this Notion of the Papiſts, 
as is ſaid by an ingenious Author“, of their 
abſurd Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, 
% That, as it is, one is almoſt tempted to 
fuſpect it to be the Effect of Arrogance, ra- 


ther than Error; and to conſider it as a 
meer inſolent Attempt to ſhew the World, 


in the ſtrongeſt Inſtance they could invent, 


what monſtrous Things the Clergy ſhould 


dare to ſay, which the wretched Laity 
ſhould not dare to contradift; nay, which 


they ſhould be forced to pretend they be- 


lieved. In this View the Thought is ad- 


mirable, and worthy the moſt malicious 
Wit, that ever loraed it over tbe Heritage 


of Ged. But it uy deſerve fore oe: 


| „Dr. Doddridge on the N. Teſt. Val. II. p. 444. 
Y | Reflection, 


acl. EC. r ack als 6.4 


( 217 ]. 
Reflection, whether it be not an Inſtance 
of - Infatuation, to which Gop has given 
them up, that it may be a plain Mark to 
all, that will uſe common Senſe, of the 
groſſeſt Error in a Church, which claims 
Infallibility; and may not be intended by 
Providence, as a kind of Antidote * 
the Reſt of i its Poiſon.” 
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DIRECTIONS fo the Communicants, 
"By their M E D 1 TATIONS and 
EJACULAT Done | 


* 7 ſhould be our Conte, to let none 

of that Time ran Waſte, which we 
ſpend in the Honſe of our God; but to 
improve every Minute of it to ſome good 
Purpoſe. And as to the Spaces, or Inter- 
vals, that there may be between one Or- 
dinance and another, it will be proper to 
fill them up with E * 1 8 Eja- 
culations, This ma a means to ren- 
der thoſe Ae bee. that are over, the 


more uſeful to us, and to prepare us for 
ſuch 
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ſuch, as we are to be found in. As ſoon there- 
fore, as the reſt of the Publick Worſhip 


is ended, you may ſpeak to yourſelves in 
ſome ſuch Language as this. 


Now the Lord furniſheth a Table 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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for us in his Houſe, and ſetteth thereon 
the choiceſt Dainties. There will be 


. Bread, which ſtrengthneth Man's Heart, 


and Wine, that w. it glad; Bread, 


' which came down from Heaven, that a 
Man may Eat thereof, and not die; 


Wine, which whoſoever drinketh, bath 


eternal Life. 


There the Crucified Feſus, and all 


the bleſſed Fruits of his Sufferings and 
Death, will be ſet before us. And 
behold ! though vile, and ſinful, and 


- utterly unworthy of ſuch a Favour, 1 
* am invited to be a Gueſt ! The Spirit 
« and the Bride ſay come, and let him that 
*- beareth ſay come, and let hum that is a- 
' thirſt come; and whoſoever will, let him 
ce freely tale of this ſpiritual Proviſion. 


Wich what Satisfaction, Delight and Joy; 


© with what Admiration of the Love of 
2 God i in Chriſt; and with what Than- 
„ ee * fullneſs, 


1 


4 93 a 2 

« finds and Praiſe, ſhould'ſt thou, O my 
0 Soul, accept of the Invitation! 

* Oh! may I be aright prepared for 
„this Feaſt, When the King ſhall come 
« in to ſee the Gueſts, let me not be found 
« without a Wedding Garment, Forbid, it 
NA 1} Loed.. that I ou d Eat and Drink 
9 thy Table, in token of Friendſhip with 
Thee, and ſecretly purpoſe to go on in 
* and Rebellion againſt Thee. Give 
© me to be found in all the Duties now 
« incumbent on me; and to Hunger and 
«© Thirſt after all the good Things which 
© thou haſt prepared for me. And O 


bleſs me with all Hi ritual Bleſſings in 
Heavenly Places in Chriſt. On his 


« Grace I depend for Aſſiſtance; I truſt 
«© to his Merits for Acceptance. 3 

And now being come to the Table and 
looking on the Bread, and on the Cup, 
let them lead your Thoughts to the Lord 
Feſus, and fix them on Him as one, who 
came fiom Heaven that He might give 


his Fleſh, and ſhed his Blood for the Li ife 
of the World, and ſay upon it, 


Althoug h Thou haſt ſinned, O my 
oy Soul! ep * Sin de * "ne V yet © 


there 


cc 


cc 
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there is Hope. In God 7s thine Help. 
He has /aid Help on one that is mighty ; 
mighty to ſave. In this was manfeſted 
the Love of God towards us, becauſe He 


« ſent his only begotten Son into the World, 


© that we might live through him. Behold | 


ohat manner of Love the Father hath 


beſt;wed upon us 

« He ſpared not the Angels that ſinned ; 
but ca ft them down to Hell; and deli vered 
them into Chains of Darbneſ, to be reſer- 
ved unto Fudgment. The Son of God did 


not come from Heaven with a deſign 


to take hold on them, or help and 
ſave them, no, but with a View to 
our Salvation ; ; and Zook part of our 
Pleſh and Blood, that be mich deliver us 


from all the Evils, which our Sins had 


brought upon us, and' raiſe us up to 
endleſs Bliſs and Glory. 1 


© Hoſanna to the Son of David; 
Bleſſed is be that cometh in the Name of 


the Lord. Hoſanna in the higheſt. God 


is the Lord which hath ſhewed us light, 


Theu art ny God, and I will praiſe m_— 
Thou art my God, I will exalt thee. 


2 c give Thanks unto the Lord for be '$ 


« good; 


tm} 
good; for bis Mercy endureth for: ever. 


bs 8 and let us offer the Sacrifice of 
A Praiſe unto God, the Fruit of our Lips, 


* and call upon his Name. Let the Heart 


e them rejoyce that ſeek him, ſeek the 
9 * Lord ard his ftrength; ſeek his Face for 

evermore; remember his marvellous Works, 
*© that be hath done. 

Who knows but that while engag d in 
ſuch Exerciſes as theſe, your Hearts may 
grow bot within you; while you are thus 
muſing, the ſacred Fire of Devotion may 
be kindled in your Breaſts. This is certainly a 
very proper means to prepare our Minds 
for thoſe publick Prayers and Thankſgivingss 
in which every Communicant is to join; 
and as, when theſe are over, the next 
thing to be attended to, is the Breaking 
of the Bread; fo this Rite ſetting Chriſt 
before us as ſuffering and dying fer us, 
we may ſpend the Time it takes up in 
thus ſpeaking within our ſelves. 

& Thou art now, O my Soul, to fix thine 
« Eye on the blefſed Feſus, the Lord of 
« Life, and Glory, ſuffering and dying 
* for thee. This he did now more than 
* ſeventeen Hundred Years ago, and he 


I. — © has 


cc 
cc 
«C 
cc 


10 


« in 


[ 122 ] 


*« has inſtituted this Rite, the breaking of 


this Bread, to preſerve the Memory of 
it; and it nowpreſents it to thy Thoughts. 

Lord help me to turn aſide and ſee this 
great Sight ; may I view it on all ſides; 
View it throughly, and with a becom- 


ing Temper. what more amazing! 
what more affecting 


dee here a rigbteous and innocent Per- 


ſon, given up into the Power of his 
Blood-thirſty Enemies, to be Cruciſied 
and Slain by their wicked Hands, as if he 
bad been the vileſt of M. lefactors; nay, 


ſee here, the only begotten Son of Gd 


bruiſed, and put to grief by brs Fay 
Father. 

e Who can ſay how great his Sufferings 
were! What an Agony was he in when 

he prayed again and again unto God, 
with ſtrong Crying and Tears, O my 


Father, if it be poſſible, let this Cup 


paſs from me; nevertheleſs not as I will 
but as Thou wilt, and when he was fo 
depreſſed with Sorrow, and Amazement ; 

when ſuch was the Diſtreſs and anguiſh 
of his Soul, that his Sweat ran from him 


© like great- Drops of Blood! 


« How 


cc 


© How ſhall we account for theſe Suf- 
** ferings of the Holy Jeſus, the Son of 
* God, his beloved Son, in whom be was 
= well pleaſed | Where were the Bowels, of 
his Father! nay, where his Juſtice! 


The Scripture anſwers, God commende th 
* bis Love towards us, in that while noe 
were yet Sinners, Chrift died for us, Rom. 
% 8. He ſpared not his own Sen, but 
© delivered him up for us ali, Chap. vili. 32. 


cc 


* 


And this he might do without any In- 


© juſtice, or want 0 "of Aﬀection to him; 
© for Chrift alſo bath loved us, and hath 
given himſelf for us, an Offering, and a 


Sacrifice to God, for a ſweet Smells ng 
Savour, Eph. v. 2. 


“ See then, O my Soul, this Love of 


* 


God, this Grace of our Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Lord, give me to know more 
of this Grace; raiſe in me the higheſt 


cc 


ce Thoughts of this Love. Oh! may I 
* Kh it conſtraineib me henceforth to 
live, not unto my ſelf, but unto him, 


* 


cc 


\ & that died for me, and roſe again. 


And now the Bread being broken, it is 
next preſented to the Communicants, and 
the Words of our Lord Jeſus are repeated 

 L2 take, 


> 


% 
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take, eat, this is my Body, which is given, 
and broken for you. This may lead us to 
add as follows. 

„What Words do I hear! With what 
% Pleaſure and Joy ſhould I receive 
« them! Is not this the ſame as if the 
© Bleſſed Jeſus were ſaying unto thee, 
O my Soul!” Let all thy Fears and 
Doubts, as to thy Concern in my Suffer- 
ings and Death, immediately vaniſh ; and 
know, aſſuredly, that as my Body was 
given, and broken upon the Croſs, ſo it 
was for thee that this was done ; for thee 
I ſuffered ; for rhee I was crucified; for 
ty Good; for thy Salvation: And I am 
willing, heartily willing, to be zhy Saviour, 
Jo this End I was born, and for this Cauſe 
came I into the World, and made my Soul 
an Offering for Sin. And I now give thee 
this Bread, the Symbol of my Body given 
and broken for thee, in Token of my 
calling on thee to look to me, with Hope 
and Joy, for all the bleſſed Fruits of my 
Sufferings and Death: Be not faithleſs, 
but believing. ; 7 
c And ſurely it will become thee to 
' «© fay, in Return, Lord, I believe, —4 
118 N © Zhou 
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thou mine Unbelief. Mine Iniquities 
teſtify againſt me, and my Tranſgeſſions, 
which have been multiplied. Ah, how 
have I deſpiſed the Commandments of 


God, and done Evil in his Sight. It is 


of his Mercies, that I am not conſumed. 
But why ſhould the Senſe of my Sins 
cauſe my Heart to deſpair, when thou, 
O bleſſed Jeſus, the Hope of Iſrael, and 
the Saviour - thereof, calleſt to all the 
Ends of the Earth, to /ook unto thee, 
that they may be [aved, Iſa. xlv. 22; 
to come unto thee, that they may have 
Reſt, Matth. xi. n 

« Encouraged thereſore, not only by 
thy Word, but by this ſenfible Pledge 
of thy Favour, which thou here giveſt 


me, I now fly to thee as my Saviour. 


In "oy alone I truſt : Lord, ſave me, 
or 1 periſh. To thee I now look for 


Repentance, and the Forgiveneſs F all 


my Sins; for a Righteouſneſs to juſtify 
me; "fo? thy Spirit to ſanctify me; for 
Reconciliation and Peace with God, 


and all the Bleſſings thou En 5 
chaſed. | * 
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« FTo thee I now ſolemnly and heartily 


« devote myſelf, Lord, I am thine ; 
<« fully reſolved, in an humble Depen- 
«© dance on thy Grace, to ſpend all my 

Days in thy Service: And I now take, 
and eat this Bread, in Token of my 
acknowledging thee as my Lord, and 
of my truſting and hoping in thee as 
« my Saviour.” 

If there be any Time between the 
receiving of the Bread, and the other 
Part of this Ordinance, it may be em- 
ployed in ſome ſach Thoughts as theſe : 


c 
T 
cc 
40 


* Thou haſt now named the Name of © 


« Chr:/t, let it be thy care, O my Soul! 
* to depart from all Iniquity. Like one 
* of his i fanuhar Friends, thou haſt been 
eating of bis Bread, give Proof of thy 
mm * him, by keeping his 8 
« ments. Be concerned to approve. thy- 
self to him, as his Diſciple indeed, by 


t becometh his Goſpel ; ſo as to adorn this 
Doctrine of God our Saviour in all 


© & Things, As thou haſt received Chriſt 
5 J the Lord, ſo walk in ” rooted, 


ts « and 


continuing in bis Word, living in his 
Service. Let thy Converſation be as it 


8 4 a 1 a 1 "OY 
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and built up in bim, and ftabliſhed in the 


% Faith, abounding therein with Thankſ= 
giving. O, may't thou never forget 
n 2 Lord, but daily wor ſhip 
« and ſerve him. Always remember that 
© he is thy Saviour: The Life which I now 
% ive in the Fleſh, I live by the Faith of © 
* the Son of God, who loved me, and zue 
« Himſelf for me. 
« O Lord! do thou enable me to 
maintain a conſtant Dependance on thy 
* Grace, and grant that I may find it 
&« ſufficient for me in all Difficulties and 
Trials. O thou Blefſed Jeſus ! thou 


*« all-mighty Saviour, keep that which I 


o 


have committed unto thee againſt" that 


Day. Pray for me, that my Faith 
«© may never fail! Lord, rota and 
e flrengthen it; perfect that which is 
acting in it. Fulfil all the good Plea- 
jure of thy Geodneſs, and the Work of 
&« Faith with Power, May its Actings be 

more vigorous and lively, in the re- 
maining Part of this Duty, than they 
have been in that which is now over, 


Mine Eyes are unte thee, O Lord, bauve 
| 9 upon me. 


Ous 
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Our Meditations and Ejaculations, re- 
lating to the Cup, ſhould be ſuitable to 
the ſeveral Things that our Lord obſerved, 
as he preſented it to his Diſciples ; as, 
| that it is the Symbol of his Blood, which 
he ſhed for us, for the Remiſſion of Sins; 
that this Blood, of which the Cup is the 
appointed Symbol, is the Blood of the 
New Covenant; and that agreeably to 
this, the Cup is alſo to be conſidered as 
the Token and Seal of this Covenant, in 
Chriſt's Blood, both on God's Part, and 
on ours. 

The conſidering the Cop, as print 
ing the Blood of Feſus ſhed for us, and for 
many, for the Remiſſion of Sins, that <0b0- 
ſoever believeth, through him, might be 
ſaved, may lead us to expreſs our Thoughts 
in ſuch Words as theſe: 

« Thou art now again, O my Soul! 
to view the crucified Jeſus ; for he is 
« again evidently fet forth before thine 
« Eyes, as crucified among us. Behold 
ce the Price of thy Redemption, the Forgive- 
4e neſs of thy Sins; not corruptible Things, 
« as Silver and Gold, but the precious 

— Blood of * z/t, as of a Lamb without 


2 * 5 


* 


e 


* 


2 


1 


Blemiſh, and toit bout Spot. How great 


is that Salvation, which was purchaſed 
by the Son of God, at ſo dear a Rate! 
How ſhall 1 eſcape, if J neglect it | 

But be not caſt down, O my Soul ! 
Why ſhould'ſt thou fear, and not hope 
in the Saviour of all Men, even every 
one who believeth, when he again 
aſſureth thee, that he ſuffered, and 
died for thee, and again calleth on 


' thee to look to him for all the bleſ- 


ſed Fruits of his Sufferings and Death; 


' nay, again preſenteth them unto'thee ! 


% Do not forget that he, who was de- 
livered for thine Offences, was. raiſed 
again for thy Tuſtification ; and that, 
as by his Blood, that Blood which he 


ſhed for the Remiſſion of thy Sins, 
be entered into the holy Place, Heaven 


ztſelf,, now to appear in the Preſence of 
God for thee ; ſo he is able to ſave them 
to the uttermoſt, that come unto God by 
him, ſeeing he ever liveth to make Inter- 
ceſfion for them. Fo 
When conſidering the Cup, as ſetting 


before us the Blood of the New Covenant, 


you may proceed as follows: 


* © 
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O, may the God of our Lord Jeſus 
*« Chriſt, the Father of Glory, enlighten 
© the Eyes of m y Underſtanding, that 1 
e may know what is the Hope of bis Call 
© ing; what the exceeding Riches of his 


Grace in his Kindneſs towards me, 


through Feſus Chriſs ; how very de- 
de firable that Bleſſedneſs is, which is now 
© ſet before me. 
ad no more been ſaid of the Blood 
* of Jeſus, than that i? was ſhed for the 
% Remiſſion of Sins, it might have been 
„ thought, that the being ſaved from 
« Wrath through bim, is all 1 am to look 
*© for. But how ſhould'ſt thou wonder, 
« O my Soul ! at the gracious Wards 
% ohich proceeded out of his Mouth) | TuS 
IS My BLOOD oF THE NEW Cove- 


% NANT : Words evidently deſigned to 


c 


* 


incourage thy Hopes of the Sum of all 
Bleſſedneſs, the having the Lord for 
« tby God, in Covenant with thee. 

« And now thou art not merely to 


* 


c view, but receive Chriſt, by Faith, as 


. having once ſuffered for Sins; the 2 
21 the Unjuſt, that he might bring 
ah thee to Ga that God, of an Enemy, 


0 ” might 


* be fe _ as. as. py a. [ 
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HT 1. 
might be thy Friend ; that his Cove- 
nant of Life and Peace might be with 
thee ; that all. the exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes in his Word, Promiſes 
of the Life that now 15, and of that 
which is to come, might be thy Portion, 
In Chriſt they are yea, and in him, 


Blood. 


0 8 thou art to look up to God in 


the Heavens, as fitting on the Throne of 
his Grace, holdin g out the golden Scep- 
tre, inviting thee to draw near, and in 
how condeſcending, how kind, and 
moving a Manner ! Incline thine Ear ; 

come unto me; bear, and thou ſhalt live, 

and I will make an everlaſting Covenant 
with thee, even the ſure Mercies of 
David, If. lv. 5. 
<< Bs aftoniſhed, O ye Heavens, at this | | 
Let Angels, as well as Saints, ſtand 

amazed at the Love of God, in giving 
his Son; and the Love of Chriſt, i 
giving himſelf to ſuffer and die, that 

we might partake of this Bleſſedneſs. 
Oh how rich is God in Mercy ! How 


great is the Love wherewirh he - bath 
loved 


es 
* loved us] How exceeding abundant is 
e .the Grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt ! 


wt. TE: Should'ſt thou - not love him who firſt 


8 * loved thee! 
S „ What is there, 0 oy Soul! of 
= han this, he bav- 


© greater Importance t 


= ing God's Covenant with thee. Thy 


Life; thy All; thy Peace and Com- 


*« ſedneſs in the other depend upon it. 
« Happy is he that hath the God of 
& Jacob for bis Help; whoſe Hope is in 
« the Lord his God, ho made Heaven, 
« Farth, and Sea, ond all that is therein; 
« ho beepeth Ti ruth, and ſhall reign for 
dic er, even thy Ged, O Sion, unto all 
t Generations |” 

That each of theſe Notions, lach our 
Lord has given us of his Blood. may be 


fatther improved for your Comfort, it 


may be proper to add. 

« And what can do more to ſilence all 
e thy Fears, nay, to fl thee with all Foy, 
"HK "oa believing ; and even give thee 


ct to abound in Hope of this unſpeakable 
« Privilege, through the Power of the 


« Holy Ghoſt, than "that, which "F bleſ- 
" 1 


* 
1 — — —_ vn. 1 


| this. 
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« ſed Saviour has obſerved concerning his 
«© Blood? 
Thy Sins, O my Soul, have been ma- 
ny, thy Guilt has been reat; but be 
F good comfort; the Blood of Jeſus 
«© -was ſhed for thee, for the Remiſſion 
e of thy Sins; if therefore thou confeſſeſt 
« and forſakeſt them, even the Faithful. 
« refs, as well as Mercy, of God, may 
© incourage thy Hopes of Fr, 
* 1 Joh. F. & Prov; Kavil. 13. - 
Thou haſt rebelled againſt the moſt » 
te bigh God, the Poſſeſſour, and Lord of. - 
« Heaven and Earth ; and there is nothing 
e thou can'ft do to merit his Favour; but 
doſt thou repent of thy Wickedneſs and 
6 chuſe the Things 7bat pleaſe him, it is 
* no Preſumption in thee to Zake bold 77 
« his Covenant, and look for all the Bleſ- 
ce ſings it ſpeaks of ; for this Blood, which 
© was » had for the Remiſſion of thy Sins, 
ce js alſo the Blood of the Covenant, the 
Price of theſe bleſſings. 
The viewing the Gup as the New Cove- 

nant in Chriſt's Blood, may lead you to ſpeak. 
to your ſelves in fome ſuch. manner as. 


M | _ And _ 


cc 
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And ſhould it not remove every diſ- 
* couraging Thought, to behold the Lord 


Jeſus preſenting thee with this Cup, 


.the Symbol of his Blood, and com- 
manding thee to receive it, as the NR w 
CovENANT IN HIS BLOOD. It is a 
ſenſible Pledge of God's Favour to thee; 
the Seal, as well as Token of his Co- 
* venant; and deſigned, not meerly to 
lead thy Thoughts to the gracious De- 
clarations, and promiſes of the Word; 
but to excite, and ſtrengthen thy Faith, 


and thy Hope, in them, and to ſerve 


as a Witneſs for God, that zbere ſhall 


not fail one Word of all bis good Pro- 


771 iſe J 


« Make uſe then, O my Soul, of that 


Liberty, that is granted thee, fo enter 
into the Holiefſs by the Blood of Feſus ; 


that Blood by which he bimſelf 7s en- 
fred ; and $2 boldly, though with Re- 
te verence, and godly Fear, to the Throne of 


Grace,” that thou mayſt obtain Mercy, 
arid find Grace to help, in Time of Need. 


„ And now, O Lord, I draw near to 
* Thee. O may Ido it witha true, and 
«« upright Heart! In thy Favour is Life. 
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« Thy Loving kindneſs is better than Life. 


My Fleſh and my Heart faileth ; and all 
Things here will fail; but if I have 
thee for my God, in Covenant with me, 
my Happineſs will be ſecure and laſting 
for thou wilt be the Strength of my 
Heart and my Portion for ever. This 
is all my Salvation ; and all my Defire. 


I acknowledge my Sin unto Thee, and 


mine Iniquity will I not hide ; to me bo- 
longeth confuſion of Face, becauſe I have 


ſinned againſt thee I am not worthy of 


the leaſt of all thy Mercies; if thy 3 


** paſſions bad failed, how very miſerable had 


I now been! Who am I, O Lord 
God | Whence is this to me, that thou 


ſhoud'ſt ſpeak of making ves me an 


* everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all 
Things and ſure ; but ſuch are the 
Riches of thy Grate, that, as in thy 
Word thou ſetteſt this Bleſſedneſs be- 
fore me, ſo this Cup is preſented to me 
to incourage my Hopes of enjoying it. 


„And now having full Aſſurance of 
* Faith, being firmly perſwaded of the 
Efficacy of the Blood of Jeſus; that. 


Blood which he ſhed- for the Remilfion 
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of my Sins, the Blood of the new Co- 


„ venant, I receive, and drink of this 
« Cup as the Symbol of this Blood, and 


« as the Token and Seal of this Caen. - 


« ant, and this I do, for a Teſtimony of 
my taking thee for my God, and de- 
c dicating my ſelf to thy Service. 
O Lord, thou art my Lord, my Lor, 
« my Portion, the Life of my Soul; the 
« Father of Mercies; the God of all Com- 
« fort. All my Springs are in Thee, In 
* thee will I put my Truſt. In thee will 


- 


„ 


e thy Name for ever. In this alone will 
J glory, the underſtanding and knowing 
«© thee, Thy Mercy, O Lord, is in the Hea- 
ven. Thy Paithjulneſs reacheth unto 
_ the Clouds. Thou exerciſeſt loving kind- 
 &. neſs, Judgment and Righteouſneſs in the 


La, 


cc 


Earth. Thou wilt abundantly: ſatisfy thy 


<« People; Thou wilt make them drink of the 
_ ©. River of iby Pleaſures. For with. Thee 
« 75 the Fountain of Life. In thy 2 8 | 
& ſhall qe ce Light. 
I now yield my ſelf unto thee as thy 
re Servant; all the Powers and Faculties of 
" my Soul, and 0 the Members of my 
| | 5 - 


T boaſt all the Day long. I will praiſe 
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Body, as Inſtruments of Righteoufuſtu unto , 
God. I now enter into thy Covenant 
| Me into thine Oath, that. I will be 


thine ; and will walk in thy Ways, will 
live 1 in thy Service. I now ſolemnly en- 


gage to make thy Word the Rule of 


my Life, and thy Glory the End of N 
my living. 


« O take away all Iniquity, and receive 
me graciouſly ; turn not away from 
me, but rejoice over me to do me good, 
and put thy Fear in my Heart, that 1 


may never depart from thee, Thou who + 
cc; 


art the God of Peace, that. haſt brought 


again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus, 
* through the Blood of the everlaſting Co- 


venant, make me perfect in every good 


Work to do thy Will working in me that 
* abich is well pleafing in thy fight, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory for ever 


* 


and ever. Amen. 
Theſe devotional Exerciſes hä d to 


the Cup, may prepare your Hearts for 
the Praiſes as well as Prayers which are 


to be offered up to God in 9 after 
the receiving it. 


* 


3; Than 


** * 


lp 
1 . of Praiſes as well as Prayers, 
© becauſe it 9er from The Hiftory of the 


Inflitution of the Lord's Supper, as might 
have been obſerved in the Review, that 
_ Chriſt and his Apoſtles ſang an Hymn 
-before they left "wag Houſe in which he had 
inſtituted it, Marrb. xxvi. 30. Marl xiv. 
26, We cannot ſay, whether this was the 
Hallel of the Fews, which began at Eſ. cxiii. 
and ended with P/alm cxvii; or a Part 

of it only; or ſome other Hymn more 
| ſuited to his new Inſtitution. But, be 
tis as it will, as the Reaſon of Things 
led the Jeus to fing Praiſes to God, when 
they had eaten the Paſſover, ſo it ſhould 
much more lead Chriftians to do the 
ſame, on their having received the Lord's 
Supper : : For no Inftance of the Love 
and Grace of God is equal to that, 
which this Ordinance ſets before us. 
But the laudable Cuſtom, that prevails 
amongſt us, makes it needleſs to inſiſt on 
the Proof of this Point ; For, as the 
Church of England, in her Communion Ser- 
vice, directs us to ſay, or ſing, Glory 
be to God on high, and in Earth 
on 2 Good- will towards Men; We 


0 = | 
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praiſe thee, we bleſs thee we wor- 
ce ſhip thee, we glorify thee, we give 
„Thanks to thee for thy great Glory, 
«© O Lord God, heavenly King, God 


„the Father Almighty ; ſo the Diſ- 


| {enters have various Collections of 


ſhall tranſcribe a few Lines from Dr. 
Watts, becauſe of their Suitableneſs to 


that which 1 have obſerved n 
the Sacramental Cup. 


Hope in the Covenant. 


OW oft have Sin and Satan ſtrove 


6 To rend m . from thee, my 
* But everlaſting is thy Love, [God! 


“And Jeſus feals it ol his Blood. 
4 The Oath and wait of the Lg? 


Join to confirm the wondrous Grace ; 5 


ce Eternal Power performs the Word, 


« * And fills all Heaven with endleks Praie £ 


Hymns 
for their Uſe at the Lord's Table. 1 


r 4 Amidſt 


[40]. 


© Amidſt Temptations fancy and __ 
My Soul to this dear Refuge flies: 
cc Hope is my Anchor firm and ſtrong, 
«© While Tempeſts blow and we 8 


0 The Goſpel bears my Spirits up; ; 
« A faithful and unchanging God 
i Z's the Foundation for my Hope 
In Oaths, and Promiſes, and Blood. 


Hymns, B. I, cxxxix. 


Th New Covenant 2 


Sball ſtand for ever good; 
id, and gave his Soul to Death, 
wy And ſeal'd the Grace with Blood. 


| T H E Proniſe of my Father 8 Love 
ſa 


= To this dear Coy'nant of thy Word 
« I ſet my worthleſs Name; 
J ſeal th' Engagement to my Lord, 
And make my humble Claim. 0 


of « Thy : 


4 * 
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e Thy Light and Strength, and pard'ning | 


* And Glory ſhall be mine; FGrace 
x My Life and Soul, my Heart and Fleſh, 
" And ou my Pow rs are thine.. 


« Here in A Courts I leave my Vow," 
And thy rich Grace record; _ 
te Witneſs, ye Saints, who hear me now, 
” 11 I forlake the Lord.” 80 


Pſalm cxvi. | 


Unleſs John xvii, 18 one of Chriſt's 


Sacramental Prayers, we cannot plead his 


Example for Praying afier the Receiving 


of the Cup. But ſince there is no Colour 
of Reaſon for thinking that this Duty is 
then improper, or unſeaſonable, why ſhould. 
any be for breaking in upon the Cuſtom 


of concluding this Feaſt. with Fugen 
which fo generally prevails &? 


And now the Publick Worſhip being 
over, all that remains is for every Com- 


peas to make the. moſt ſetious Re- 
* Oraris Corviwium dirimit, Tertul. A pol. 
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flection on what he has done, and to be 
found in ſuch Exerciſes of the Heart in his 
Retirement as are ſuitable to his caſe. 

If Deiſts as well as Chriſtians, they who 
deny, as well as they who believe the 
Goſpel of God concerning his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord, are among the Communi- 


cants they may put ſuch Queſtions as theſe 
to themſelves, ' 


« Is this that I have done to be 1 8 


e fied? Have I ated honeſtly, and with 
te a regard to Truth? Were Iin Turkey, or 
te in China, might I not join with the Ma- 
"y hometans, or Pagans in their Superſtitions, 


« as well as join with the Chriſtians | in this, 


„ which they look upon as the moſt [o- 
« lemn Inſtitution of what they call ?Hheir 


% Religion? May not Shadrach, Meſhach 
« and Abednego be juſtly applauded for 
« the Bravery and Nobleneſs of their 


« Spirits in hazarding their Lives rather 
<< than fall down and worſhip the Golden 
© Image that Nebuchagnezzer had ſetup ? 
* And may not I as juſtly be condemned 


< for being governed by the baſeſt Princi- 


P:” ang in Receiving the Sacrament with 
no other View than that I may have a 


legal 
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legal Qualification for an Office? Is it 
« fit upon any Conſideration whatever to 


e be found in any Act of falſe Worſhip, 
ce and to do Honour to an Impoſtor ? 
«© But why ſhould I thus ſpeak of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, who, if the Hiſtories of 
of him in the New Teſtament be true, 
ce was 4 Man without Guile; and approved 
of God, as a Teacher come from Him, by 
many Miracles, and Wonders, and Signs 


which were openly done by him, and at 


ec 


* 


(e 


his Reſurrection from the Dead? © 
This Inſtitution, indeed, ſets. him be- 
& fore us as Cruci d; but is this the only 
«© Notion under which I ought, in Rea- 
„ ſon, to conſider him? Had he been a 
E Neceiver of the People, muſt there not 
have been a full End of all Faith in him, 
% and Regard to him, upon his having 
c been put to Death, and in ſo infamous 
«© a manner? But is it not certain that 
„ Chriſtianity very much prevailed, and 
ce that the Number of his Diſciples migh- 
<< tily increaſed, for many Years after his 
« his Crucifixion ? And is it not alſo certain 
Fa * that Men in thoſe Times, cou'd not 


e rea. 


length declared to be the Son of God by p 1 


[144 J 
<« reaſonably hope for any worldly Advan- 
<< tages. from profeſſing themſelves Chriſ- 


© tians; ſo far from it, that this was 
e the Way to endanger the Loſs of their 


Eſtates, their Friends, their Liberties, 


* and even their Lives? What then could 
te lead ſuch Multitudes to this, but the 
* full Evidence they had of the Truth of 


„ Chriſt's Reſurrection; and that he was 


<<. indeed exalted by the right Hand of God, 
« to be a Prince and a Saviour, to give 
* Repentance to Iſrael, and Forgiveneſs * 
« Sivr f=05E5 
<« When this was the Caſe, have I'no 
Cauſe to ſuſpect that there is ſome Paſ- 
e ſion, ſome Prejudice or other, that has 
5 hitherto blinded my Mind, and hinder'd 
. the Light of his Goſpel from ſhining 
- ©© upon me? Will it not be prudent, is it 
«© not neceſſary, to examine my Heart 
s with all poſſible Care, that I may diſ- 
cover the moſt Secret ehe of my 
Carriage? | 
Was not the Author and Finiſher of 


4 ; « the Chriſtians Faith for this purpoſe 
= © manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the 
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Works of the Devil ? And Sin and Ini- 
| wY nds 
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Ioiquity being the Devil's Work, did 
he not come into the World to fave his 
People from their Sins, and to bleſs 
them in turning away every one of 
them from his Iniquities ? Is not this, 
the leading us to Holineſs in Heart and 
in Life, the End of the Doctrine he 
taught, and is it not, proper to anſwer 
this End ? ſhou'd not this recommend it 
to us as a Doctrine worthy of God, and 
profitable to Men ? And yet is not this 
that which makes me unwilling to re- 
ceive it, and acknowledge the divine 
Authority of its Teacher ? But if this 
be ſo, does not my Reaſon, my Con- 


ſcience condemn me; and muſt I not 


conclude that the God of Truth does 
alſo condemn me? And that I may 
eſcape his righteous Judgment ought 
I not immediately to fall down on m 

Knees, and pray, Lord pardon the Sins 


of which 1 have been guilty, and give 


me to do thy Will, that I may know 


<* of the Doctrine of Jeſus, - whether it be 


of thee, or whether he ſpake of him- 
{elf ? 5 


n | Let 


. 
Let the Dei/fis make the Experimen 
and I am apt to think they will find that 
their giving a ſatisfactory Anſwer to 
theſe Queſtions will ſhew that it is highly 
reaſonable for them to reſolve either to go 
to the Lord's Table no more, or to ob- 
ſerve his Inſtitution, for the future with 
other Affections and to a different Purpoſe 
than they have ever done it before. 
And that it may be the fame with 
another ſort of Communicants, thoſe I 
mean who profeſs to believe the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, but do not obey it, ſuch as call 
him Lord, Lord, but know in their Con- 
| ſciences that they do not the Things 
that he faith ; let them, as is meet rea- 
| ſon with themſelves after ſome ſuch man- 
ner as this. „ 928 
„ Wherein is it better with me than 
* than with a Deiſt? What Benefit may 
ce J expect from partaking of the Sacra- 
* ment, which he may not look for? We 
are acted by the fame Principles and 
« aim at the like Ends in that which we 
© have done. I may ſay, as well as he, 
ce that it was not Inclination to this Duty, 
6 Affection to Chriſt, a Defire to ſhew- 
on” 1 Reſpe & 
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: Reſpect to him, a Concern. for my 
ſpiritual Advantage, or any Thing of 
this Nature, thar carried me to the 
Lord's Table, no; but the Love of 
this World, and a Regard to its Pro- 
fits, its Pleaſures, or its Honours. Had it 


not been to pleaſe my Friends, or to 


gain the Reputation of a pious Man, 
or to qualify me for ſuch an Office, or 
for ſome End like theſe, I had thought 
nothing of eating this Bread and drink- 
ing this Wine, 

% But what Hypocriſy and Folly have 
] been guilty of? I may have impoſed 
on my fellow Communicants; but be 
not deceived, O my Soul, God is not 
mocked. He who ſearcheth all Hearts, 
and underſiandeth all the Imaginations o 7 
the Thoughts, cannot but know all the 
Springs of my Actions; even my moſt 
ſecret Sins are not hid from his Eyes, 
and ꝛrhatſoever 1 ſow that ſhall I alſo 
reap. 

« What an evil Servant have I been! 


I have troden under Foot the Son of God, I 


bave counted the Blood of the Covenant 


an tunboly 2 and done deſpite to the 


N 2 * 
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« Spirit of Grace; and I may juſtly be 
« thought worthy of the foreſt puniſhment. 
«© What a wonder of Mercies is it that 
« my Lord did not come and cut me a- 
e ſunder, and appoint me my Portion with 
« Hypocrites, where ſhall be weeping and 
« onaſhing of Teeth! 
<«« But hitherto, O Lord, thou ha/# kept 
« Silence, and warted to be gracious unto 
«© ne. Should J go on to deſpiſe the Riches 
«© of thy Goodneſs, Forbearance, and Long- 
« ſuffering, and not be led thereby to Re- 
« fentance, What can I think but that I 
e ſhall treaſure up unto my ſelf Wrath 
« againſt the Day of thy Wrath, and Re- 
ce welation of thy righteous Fudgment, who 
„ wilt render to every Man according to his 
« Deeds?” > 
«© Blefſed be thy Name that I am yet 
© the: Living before Thee, and have ſome 
c Sight of the Danger Iam in: Impreſs 
„ my Heart with a more affecting Senſe 
© of it. May my Fleſh tremble for Fear 
© of Thee. May I be ſo afraid of thy 
% Fudgments, as not to dare to take one 
«Step more in the Way of Sin. , 5 
4 « Bit 
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But why, O Lord, ſhould I give up 
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all Hopes of being faved when I yet 
hear of a Saviour ; and when his Blood 
which cleanſeth from all Sin, is yet ſet 
before me; and when I yet enjoy the 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation, by which I 
am aſſured that thou art in Chriſt recon- 
ciling the World unto thy ſelf, not im- 
puting their Treſpaſſes unto them, and 
beſeecheſt me to be reconciled unto 


thee. 


© What amazing Love and Grace 1s 
this! Lord ! give me to feel that it con- 
ſtraineth me to throw down my Arms 
immediately, and yield myſelf unto 
thee: And O have Mercy upon me ac- 
cording to thy Lvving Kindneſs, accord= 

ing to the Multitude of thy tender Mer- 
ctes, in Chriſt, bt out my Tranſgreſſions. 
Waſh me tboroughly from mine Iniquities, - 
and cleanſe me from my Sin. Create in 
me a clean Heart, O God! and renew a 
right Spirit within me. Let no Iniquity 
any longer have Dominion over me; 
but break all the Cords of my Sins, 
wherewith I have been holden ; ſet my 
Soul at . by the Power of thy 
N 3 «© Grace; 


— — 


tj] 
% Grace; make me thy Servant, and help 
„ me to ſpend the Remainder of my 
. Days in thy Service.“ | | 
It may be ſome who fear that they are 
among this Sort of Communicants may 
be ſecretly moved, while thus praying, to 
-add with Pleaſure and Joy. 
«And now, O Lord, thou giveſt me 
be my Heart's Defire, and haſt not with- 
* holden the Requeſts of my Lips, For 
*© now I feel the holy Fire kindling in my 
e Breaſt, and am made willing to be thine, 
<< 'Thou art my Portion, ſaith my Soul, there- 
« fore will I hope in Thee. Thou art my 
t rightful Sovereign, and I now chear- 
ec fully ſubmit myſelf unto thee, Other 
«Lords, in Time paſt, have had Domi- 
„ fon 0Ver me; but by the Aſſiſtance of 
t thy Grace, thee only will I ſerve for the 
future. O that my Heart may be right 
de with thee, ſtedfaſt in thy Covenant; 
e and that having my Fruit unto Holineſs, 
% my End may be everlaſting Life, thro 


nA = 


« Jeſus Chriſt our Lord.” ; 
But this leads our Thoughts to the truly 
Pious; for it cannot juſtly be ſaid of any 
other Perſons, that their Hearts ſpeak ſuch 
1: Ls 
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Language: And the proper Workings of 
their Minds, when retired, after they have 
been at the Lord's Table, may be thus ex- 
preſſed. e ified ee 
„ have lifted up my Hand unto the © 
* moſt High God, and I cannot go back. I 
& have ſworn, and I will perform it, that 
ce qoill keep his righteous Commandments, 
love my Maſter, and I will not go out 
&« free, Lord, to whom ſhall I go? Thou 


&« boaſt the Words of eternal Life; I love a 


c thy Service, and am fully reſolved never 
e to leave it. It 2s profitable unto all 
« Things, having promiſe of the Life which 
ce NW 16, and 07 ' that which 1s to come. 
But knowing that I am in an evil 
c World, in which I ſhall meet with 
ee many Temptations to forget God, and 
c deal falſely in his Covenant, and being 
ge ſenſible that tbe Fleſh is weak, and ready 
« to comply with them, I dare not truſt 
« in my own Heart, nor place any Con- 
e fidence in my own Strength; but I fly 
ce to Thee, my bleſſed and almighty Sa- 
« viour. Thou art the Mediator of the 
© new Covenant, and a Witneſs of my 
« Oath; be thou a Surety for me, and 
help me by thy Spirit to act agreeably to 
all 


„„ 
* 


all my ſolemn Engagements. Lord, 
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confirm me unto the End. Perform the 
good Work begun in my Soul. Keep 


me by thy Power through Faith unto Sal- 


vation. © 


4e How oreat is that Bleſſedneſs which 
has been preſented to me at the Lord's 


Table! All the Fruits of his Sufferings 
and Death, all the Bleſſings of the new 
Covenant. Look diligently, O my Soul, 


leſt thou fail of this Grace of God. Fear 


le thou ſhould't fo much as ſeem 70 
come ſhort of it. Seek after a bright 
and continued Evidence of thine Inte- 


reſt in this Bleſſedneſs; that Chriſt is 
thy Saviour, and that the Lord is thy 
God in Covenant with 'Thee. This 
will be the Way to have that chearful 


Heart which doth good like a Medicine, 


and to be rejoicing in all thy Tribulati- 


ons deb. oy unſpeakable and full of Glory. 


« Preſs then, O my Soul, foward 


the Mark for this Prize of the high 


Calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus. Be 
not flothful in Buſineſs, but fervent 
in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. Give «ll 
Diligence to add to thy Faith Virtue ; and 


to Virtue Knowledge ; and to Knowledge 
F % — 
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Ti emperance ; and to Temperance Pa- 
Hence and to. Patience Godlineſs, and to 


Goalineſi brotherly, kindneſs, and to Bro- N 


therly kindneſs ; Charity. 1 

5 O that theſe things may be in me and 
abound, that I may be neither barren nor 
unfruitfull in the Knowledge of our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, Thus my Calling and 


Election being made ſure, 1 ſhall g 


on wy Way rejoycing, and an Entrance 


ſhall be miniſtred unto me abundantly in- 


to the everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour Jôſus Chriſt, To him be 
Glory both now and for ever. a 
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